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The Religion of the Martyrs of Najran:

A Reconsideration of the Primary Sources

Abstract®

This article concentrates on the Martyrs of Najran with regard to the
religion of all the Martyrs who were persecuted in the Massacre of Najran in the
6" century A.D., an issue that was neglected in other studies. The main theme of
this study is to find out what was behind this neglection of the other religions
that were in South Arabia besides Christianity as well as Judaism. Christian
writers wrote from their own perspective and put focus on Christianity only as if
it were the only religion in the region, calling to avenge the deaths of the

Christian Martyrs.

After a full and deep discussion of the Primary Sources I came to the
conclusion that there were some other religions besides Christianity among the
Martyrs of Najran. One was known as Monotheism or Hanifia and the believers
were called Honafa. The Holy Qur’an calls them ¢pie 3. (mu’mineen) in the verses

of Surat al-Burooj.
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