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Ibn al-Shajari’s Attitude
towards al-Mutanabbi

Abstract

This paper focuses on two prominent authors, al-Mutanabbi and Ibn al-
Shajari. The former (d. 354 AH) is one of the greatest poets of Arabic whose poetry
has been the topic of an endless series of studies and analysis by eminent scholars.

On the other hand, Ibn al-Shajari (d. 542 AH) is one of the outstanding
scholars and grammarians of the sixth century after the Hijra.

The study tackles the attitude of Ibn al-Shajari towards al-Mutanabbi’s book
al-Amali, one of the pioneer educational books of grammar. This book does not
follow the traditional approach of listing grammatical rules in a chapter-by-chapter
fashion. Instead, the author analyzes grammar within its context by means of applied
syntax.

As the citation method was limited to the second century after the Hijra, al-
Mutanabbi thus falls outside the citation era since he is classified as an Abbasid poet.

Ibn al-Shajari fore-fathered other grammarians such as Ibn Jinni, al-Akbari,
Ibn al-Qatta and others in studying the poetry of al-Mutanabbi.

This paper purports to explore the efforts of Ibn al-Shajari in analyzing and
solving the problems of al-Mutanabbi’s poetry. It also assesses the influence of his
predecessors and his contribution to the works of his successors.
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