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Kurt Schwitters, "Eile ist des Witzes Weile", Eine Auswahl aus den
Texten, Herausgegeben von Christina Weiss und Karl Riha, Philipp
Reclam jun. Stuttgart, 1987 S. 27-28.
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Kurt Schwitters, "Eile ist des Witzes Weile", Eine Auswahl aus
den Texten, S. 28.
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Death of the Text

The dialectic of investigation and imagination in the poetic text
in light of old literary criticism and poets as critics

Abstract

This article studies the literary text in traditional Arabic criticism;
it concentrates on the text formation just before its production, and on
how poets express this suffering between the desired text and the written
text. It deals with the critiqued text which transforms into parallel texts
produced by the reader in light of his/her culture, persuasion and
interpretation.

The article also explains many issues in old literary criticism, such
as rituals of composition, inspiration, thefts and poetry slaves before,
during and after creating the text.

The research attempts to answer questions such as: what is the text
action? can we describe the text as one sided act? how is it founded? what
are the results of critiquing the text by the author himself? and how does
the literary text develop after its creation?

These issues, which will be pursued in this study, may lead us to the
text’s unknown regions in an attempt to understand its formation in light
of old literary criticism and critic poets.

The study addresses these issues in our old and new criticism.
Contemporary poets are chosen from different Arab countries and from
several orientations. Each poet chooses two poems from his own poetry
and writes about them as self-criticism. The results are amazing and
interesting. On the one hand, the poet’s criticism of his poems sheds light
on his symbols and meanings. On the other hand, it reveals the great gap
between the poet as critic and the poet as creator. The reader, after all, is
the one who knows both views: the view of the poet and the view of the
critic. Finally, this evidence supports the idea of ‘death of the text’, where
the reader creates his own new text.
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