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The Political History of Banu Musafrids’
Emirate in Azerbeijan and Arran:
Some Civilization Manifestations

(330-420 H. / 941-1029 A. D.)

Abstract

The present study aims at shedding light on the status of the
Abbasid Caliphate in the late Third and the early Forth Hijri century/
9th and 10th centuries A.D. It also delineates the situation in Azerbeijan
that paved the way for the advent of the Musafirids in Azerbeijan and
Arran. The study also identifies the State of Deilami Musafirids in terms
of its origin and rise, and demonstrates the efforts made by its princes,
who were residing at Qurat-Tarum in the mountainous country, to
establish their own Emirate at Azerbeijan, which they conquered in 330/
941. Their Emirate, which lasted for nine decades, soon expanded to
include Arran and some mountainous areas.

The study also aims to elucidate the role played by the Musafirids
in the history of Azerbeijan and the adjacent lands as well as their
influential participation in the course of events, including their stand
against Daysem b. Ibrahim, the Kurds emir who was ousted from
Azerbeijan in the year 340/941 and was longing to reign it for the second
time. It also shows how they, under the leadership of Marzuban the
Musafirid, succeeded in encountering and checking the Russians who
attacked Azerbeijan in the year 337/943. The study also addresses the
relationship between Marzuban and the Buayyid emirs, who captured
him in the year 337/948 and detained him for five years. It also touches
on how Marzuban managed to escape from prison and rule Azerbeijan
again in the year 342/953 after expelling Daysem for the second time.

The study elaborates on the status of the Musafirids after the death
of Marzuban in the year 342/957 and the rivalries that broke out among
his sons Jastan, Naser and Ebrahim and his brother Wahsudhan bin
Mohammed bin Musafir, which led to the weakening of their influence in
the region and consepuently the termination of their rule at the hands of
the princes in the neighbouring territories like the Rowadis, Shadadis,
Gaznawids and Slejugs in the early 5th/11th century. In addition, the
study sheds light on the geography of the reigon and its economic, social
and scientific conditions.
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