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Women in Umayyad Courts in
Andalusia (138H/755-422H/1030)
An Investigation into their Biodata and their
Political, Social and Cultural Role

Abstract

This paper attempts to study the influence exercised by women of
the Umayyad Courts in the political, social and cultural lives of the State
in Andalusia during the period between 138 AH and 422 AH. The study
has pursued and examined the relations of these women with the
governors and caliphs of the State in the light of the women’s positions at
the Court. A distinction has been made between their positions in
relation to whether the woman was a free wife, a mother slave, a
daughter, a sister, a concubine slave or a serving slave.

It became obvious that these slave women enjoyed spoiled
treatment and held distinguished positions with their master governors
or caliphs who often took them as proper wives. They bore for them
children who later became great governors and caliphs and who stamped
the Umayyad Courts with their own style of life.

The paper also examines the positive and negative influence that
women in general exercised in the political, social and cultural affairs of
the State, which emphasizes the distinguished presence they enjoyed in
that period. To obtain reliable results, the researcher has followed a
historical, descriptive approach based on a process of investigation,
comparison, analysis and deduction and informed by historical criticism
and reconstruction..
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