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Three poets, in three distant ages born,
Greece, Italy, and England did adorn:
The first in loftiness of thought surpassed;
The next in majesty; in both the last.
The force of Nature could no further go;
To make a third she joined the former two.
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Longinus, “On the Sublime”, with an English translation by W.H.
Fyfe, Loeb Classical Library, reprint, 1973.
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Jensen M. Skafte, The Homeric Question and the Oral-formulaic
Theory. Copenhagen, 1980.

Karl Lachmann, Betrachtungen iiber Homers Ilias, mit zusédtzen
von Maritz Haupt. 2e Auflage. Berlin, Reimer 1865.

G. S. Kirk, The Nature of Greek Myths. The Overlook Press,
Woodstock, New York 1975, pp. 276 ff; cf. P. Walcot, Hesiod and the
Near East. Cardiff 1966, passim.
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R. Carpenter, Folktale, Fiction and Saga in the Homeric Epics.
University of California Press, reprint, 1974, passim.

Barry B. Powell, Homer and the Origin of the Greek Alphabet.
Cambridge University Press, First Paperback edition 1996, passim.

Herodot, V, 58, 2.

R. Carpenter: “The Antiquity of the Greek Alphabet” AJA xxxvil
(1933) pp. 8-20. Idem: “The Greek Alphabet Again” AJA XLII
(1938) pp. 59-69.
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R. Drews. “Phoenicians. Carthage and the Spartan Eunomia”
AJPh. Vol. 100 no. 1 (1979) pp. 45-58.
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M .P. Nilsson, Homer and Myeenae. Cooper Square Publishers
Inc, New York, 1968, pp. 119-158.

G. S. Kirk, The Songs of Homer. Cambridge University Press,
1962, pp. 3-51, 55 ff.
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D. L. Page, The Homeric “Odyssey”’, Oxford 1955 Ch. Vi; cf.
Idem, History and the Homeric “Iliad”. University of California
Press, 1972, passim.

Cicero., De Oratore, iil, 137.
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C. M. Bowra, Landmarks in Greek Literature. Weidenfeld and (\ 0)
Nicolson 1970, p.23.

A. S. Murray, History of Greek Sculpture. p. 44. (\"Y)
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Allen W .S.: “Oriental Myth and Literature in the Iliad.” In Higg,
ed., 1983: pp. 51-6.

J. D. Muhly, “Homer and the Phoenicians. The Relations between
Greece and the Near East in the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron
Ages”. Berytus 19 (1970), pp. 19-64.

C. Picard, “Homer et les religions de I’Egypte” Revue arche-
ologique 6me Serie 10 (1937), pp, 110-113.

Muhly: op. cit. pp. 19: 19-64. (\/\)

Ahmed Etman, The Problem of Heracles’ Apotheosis in the (14)
“Trachiniac’ of Sophocles and in ““Hercules Oetaeus” of Seneca. A
Comparative Study of the Tragic and Stoic Meaning of the Myth.

A thesis for the Ph.D. Degree in Greek (with summary in English).
Athens, 1974., pp. 50 - 63.
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Edwards, R. B.: Kadmos the Phoenician: A Study in Greek
Legends and the Mycenacan Age. Amsterdam, 1979.

Gilbert Murray, The Rise of the Greek Epic. Fourth Edition. (\‘)
Oxford, 1934, pp. 20-23.

Strabo, p. 180. (Y\)
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Murray, Rise of Greek Epic, p. 231.

(YY)
R. C. Jebb, The Attic Orators, Reprinted New York, 1962, p. cvii. (Y i)
(Y°)
(Y

Alberto Camerotto, ““Aristeia Azioni e tratti tematici delleroe in (Y1

battaglia”, Aevum Antiquum N.S.I (2001), pp. 263-308.
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M. M. Willcock, “The Fighting in the Iliad”, Spondes ston omero,
(Apo ta practika tou 18" Synedriou 8 yia ten Odysseia 2-5 sept.
1990). Kentro Odysseiakon Spondon. (Ithaki 1993), pp. 141-147.
H. Erbse, Typical Battle Scenes in the Iliad, Hermes Einzelschriften
21. Wiesbaden, 1968.
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J. Griffin, Homer on Life and Death. Clarendon Press. Oxford,
reprint, 1986, pp. 50-80.
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Andreou I. Boskou Meleagros - Achilleus kai Phoinix: (Symbole
eis ten ereunan tes enotetes tes Iliados. (Meleagros - Achilieus and
Phoinix. A Contribution to the Study of the Unity of the Iliad) Ph.
D. Thesis Leukosia - Cyprus, 1974.

P. Chantraine, Grammaire Homerique I. Paris, 1958, pp. 15 ff., 44-47. (\‘/\)
G. S. Kirk, Homer and the Epic. Cambridge. Reprint, 1996, pp. 141 ff.

B. Powell, Homer and the Origin of Greek Alphabet.

G. P. Shipp, pp. 207 ff. “Mycenacan Evidence for the Homeric
Dialect.” Essays in Mycenacan and Homeric Greek. Melbourne:
(1961), pp. 1-14.

Idem: Studies in the Language of Homer, Transactions of the
Cambridge Philological Society 8. Cambridge, 1953.

Idem: Studies in the language of Homer, 2nd ed. Cambridge 1972.
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M. N. Nagler, Spontanecity and tradition; a study in the oral art of
Homer. Berkeley, 1974.

M. Finkelberg, “A Creative Oral Poet and the Muse” AJPh 111
(1990), pp. 293-303.

R. Finnegan, Oral Poetry. Cambridge, 1977.

Richard Bauman, Story, Performance, and Event: Contextual
Studies of Oral Narrative. Cambridge, University Press, 1986.
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Claude Calame, “Entre oralité et écriture: Enonciation et énoncé
dans la poésie grecque archaique” Semiotica 43, (1983), pp. 245-73.

D. Gary. Miller, Improvisation, Typology, Culture, and “The New
Orthodoxy”’: How Oral is Homer?. Washington, D.C.: University
Press of America, 1982.

Richard P. Martin, The Language of Heroes. Speech and (Y-)
Performance in the /liad. Cornell University Press, 1990, pp. 80-
145.

Gordon M. Messing, “On Weighing Achilles” Winged Words”.
Language 57, (1981) pp. 888-900.

Ibid. pp. 146 ff. (YY)
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Steven Nimis, “The Language of Achilles: Construction vs.
Representation”. Classical World 79, (1986), pp. 217-25.

M. D. Reeve, “The Language of Achilles”, CQ 23 (1973), pp. 193-5.

Stephen Scully, “The Language of Achilles: The OXOHXA?Y]
Formulas”, TAPhA 114, (1984) pp. 11-27.

Jasper Griffin, “Homeric Words and Speakers”, JHS CVI (1986), (\“\‘)
pp- 36-57. G. Horrocks, Greek: A History of the Language and its
Speakers. Longman, 1997, pp. 17 ff.
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A. J. B. Wace & F. H. Stubbings (eds.), op. cit., pp. 19-214 (By J.
A. Davison).
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D. S. Raven, Greek Metre: An Introduction, Faber and Faber,
London, 2nd ed. 1968.
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H. Erbse, Epic verse before Homer. Amsterdam, 1981.
W. S. Allen, Vox Greaca, The Pronunciation. 3™ edition. Cam-
bridge, 1987.
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C. Moulton, “Similes in the Homeric Poems”, Hypomnemata (V/\)
XLIX, Goitingen, 1977.
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R. C. Jebb, Homer: An Introduction to the Iliad and the Odyssey. (Y9)
Glasgow, Sixth Edition, 1898, pp. 26-7.

Murray, The Rise of the Greek Epic, pp. 245-9. (¢+)
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Paolo Vivante, The Epithets in Homer: A Study in Poetic Values.
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1982.
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Claude Calame, “Entre oralité et écriture: Enonciation et énonceé
dans la poésie grecque archaique” Semiotica 43 (1983), pp. 245-73.

George Calhoun, “The Art of the Formula in Homer - EITEA
ITTEPOENTA” Ph. 30, (1935), pp. 215-27.

M. W. Edwards, Homer and Oral Tradition: The Type Scene. Oral
Tradition 7 (1992), pp. 284-330.

R. Finnegan, Oral Poetry. Cambridge, 1977.
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G. Highet, The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences
on Western Literature. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1949, pp. 155f.
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of Characterization. Ph. D. Diss., Princeton University, 1984.
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W. M. Clarke, “Achilles and Patroclus in Love”, Hermes 106
(1978), pp. 381-95.

R. R. Hardie, “Imago Mundi: Cosmological and Ideological (¢V)
Aspects of the Shield of Achilles, JHS 105 (1985), pp. 11-31.
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Paolo Vivante, The Homeric Imagination: A Study of Homer’s

Poetic Perception of Reality. Indiana University Press, 1970, pp.
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pp. 15-39 in Materiali e discussioni per ’analisi dei testi- Classici
43) Istituti Editoriali e Poligrafici Internazionali Pisa-Roma, 1999.
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N. Austin, “The Function of Digressions in the Iliad”, GRBS. 7 (°A)
(1966), pp. 295-312.

Aristotle: The Poetics. ed. W. Hamilton Fyfe, Loeb Classical (°4)
Library, reprint, 1973, 1459b. 4-10.

Ibidem 1459b- 2-3. ()
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C. H. Whitman, Homer and the Heroic Tradition. Harvard ('\Y)
University Press, 1958, pp. 249-284.
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Ibidem. (

Vivante, op. cit. pp. 120-209. (\Y)
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Willcock, A Companion to the Iliad. The University of Chicago (\¢)
Press, 1976, p. 277-8.

Herodot., V 76. (\°)
Plato, prot. 326A. (\Y)
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New York, 1995. D.W. Packard-T. Meyers, A bibliography of
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1974.
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the Hermeneutics of Greek Epic’s Earliest Exegetes. Princeton,
1992.
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Thucyd. II 414. (VY)
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Jeffrey Tigay, The Evolution of the Gilgamesh Epic. Philadelphia:
University of Pennylvania Press, 1982.

Ronald Sarnett, Comparative Studies in Homeric Epic and other
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The ““Iliad” of Homer

An Archetype for Epic Poetry and a Source of Poetic
Inspiration from Antiquity to the Present Day

Abstract

The present paper is an attempt to introduce Homer’s “Iliad” to
Arab readers. It begins with interpreting the Homeric Problem with
which Modern European intellectuals have been preoccupied throughout
the last four centuries. We think that this problem was increasingly
complicated because the Egyptian and Oriental origins of Greek
Civilization had been absolutely neglected. Egypt, Mesopotamia and
Ancient Orient generally developed some literary arts before Greece. So
Homer has a precedent, an experience or a prototype. This in no way can
minimize the originality of Homer.

An attempt is made to explore the “Iliad’s” world, including the
Orient. The Trojan wars, the subject matter of this epic, take place on the
western shore of Asia Minor. Egypt, Phoenicia and other oriental
countries are mentioned many times. All these facts indicate that Homer
and his World were well acquiainted with the Orient. The paper explores
Homer’s language, style and the hexameter. It stresses a well-known
aspect of the Homeric poetic techniques, i.e. similes. It also explains the
Epic Unity of Action in the “I/iad’” and deals with the transmission of the
“lliad” from Antiquity till the modern times. The last part of the paper is
devoted to the endless echoes of the “Iliad” in World Literature, from
ancient times to the present day.
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