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Economic Integration and Neo-functionalism:
A Theoretical Approach with Reference to the Gulf
Region Experience

Abstract

Economic Integration is a multidimenesional process that requites
multivariate measurement and preconditions. One of the objectives of
this study is to cast an analyrical look at different theoretical approaches
and concepts of economic integration and to highlight the interaction
between poltical and economic dimensions, especialy in the Gulf region.
The study aims also to examine the requirements and prospects of
applying the neo-functionalism approach in the Gulf region, which has
its special features. Section one sheds light on the different dimensions
and approaches of economic integration. Section two presents an
analysis of the inreraction between political and economic aspects and
its impact on the integraton process. Section three deals with the
prospects of applying the neo-functionalism approach in the Gulf region.

The study has found that commonality and similarity of Arab Gulf
States (AGS) are essential in the formation process of the GCC, though
not sufficient enough to attain progress in the future economic
integration unless they are supported by other elements such as:

- Adopting Arpropriate measures to realize a diversified production
base in order to obtian an potimum level for GCC integration.

- Considerable political will permitting adoption of a flexible concept of
sovereignty to overcome present barriers to integration at the
institutional levels.

- Economic integration becoming not only a mere desire but an areal
need and necessity.

N <[ o U o L D S e



The Author:
- Dr. Mostafa Abdel Aziz Moursi

- Ph. D. in International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, Brussels
University. (1973).

- Professor of Political Science, Cairo and Kuwait University.

- Advisor for the Center of Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies, Kuwait
University.

Books:

1- Egyptian Expatriates in the Gulf Region. Kuwait. 2001.

2- The Arabs at a Crossroad. Al Sherouk, Cairo, 1995.

3- The Gulf Cooperation Council: Its Specific Features and Apporpriate
Approaches to Economic Integration. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Doha,
Qatar 1982.

4- Analysis of Particularities of Sub-Regional Gulf Grouping: Criteria for
Regional Systems and Integration Perspective. (in press).

5- Assessment Of GCC Pergormancer over Two Decades: Current Situation in
the Gulf Region and Scenarios of Future. (in press).

Articles:

1- “African States and European Common Market”, Al-Siyassa Al-Dawlyya, Al-
Ahram, Cairo, No. 38 - Oct. 1974.

2- “Afro - Arab Cooperation in the Economic Field”’, Center for Arab Research
and Studies, Cairo 1978.

3- “The Charter of Arab League vis-a-vis Regional Arab Groups” Atta’awun of
the GCC., Riyadh, Quarterly Journal, General Secrateriat No. 69-Dec, 1988.

4-“The Maghreb Arab Union: Analysis of Factors Favoring Regional
Integration” Atta’awun, No. 94-June 1989.

5- “Integration Management Apparatus of the Arab Regional Groups: A
Comparative Study”, ATTAWUN, No. 95 - Dec, 1989; “The Establishment
of “Consultative Organization” of GCC: Critical Analysis’; “Settlement of
Border Disputes between Arab Gulf States”, Records of Current Events in the
Gulf Region, Center of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies, Kuwait
University. No. 8-Dec. 1998, No. 11-Sept. 1999, No. 15-Sept. 2002,
respectively.

Capdially LU afsall Vo) iyl



Monograph 201

Economic Integration and Neo-
Functionalism: A Theoretical Approach
with Reference to the Gulf Region

Experience

Prof. Mustafa Abdel Aziz Mursi

Director of Egyptian Consultation Center for Immigrants Studies
Cairo - Egypt

(*)  This study has been commissioned by Annals of Arts and Social Sciences

N <[ o U o L D S e



Prof. Ahmed Atman
Department of Greek and Latin

Studies - Cairo University

Prof. Imam Abdul Fattah Imam
Department of Philosophy

Ain Shams University

Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji

Department of History

Kuwait University

Prof. I1z-Al-Deen Ismael
Department of Arabic Language and

Literature - Ain Shams University

Prof. Mohammed M. I.

Al-Deeb
Department of Geography

Ein Shams University

Advisory Board

Prof. Ismail S. Muqlad
Department of Political Science -

Assiut University

Prof. Jihan Rashti

Department of Radio and

Television - Cairo Universty

Prof. AbJul-Aziz Hammudeh

Department of English Language

and Literature - Cairo University

Prof. Mohammed Gh.
Al-Rumeihi
Department of Sociology

Kuwait University

Prof. Mahmoud S. Abu
Al-Neel

Department of Psychology - Ein

Shams University

Prof. Mahmoud F. Hijazi

Department of Arabic Language and Literature - Cairo University




Editorial Board oo

Dr. Nassima R. AL-Ghaith

Editor-in-chief

Prof. Samir M. Hussein

Department of Mass Communication

Dr. Abdul-Rida A. Asiri

Department of Political Science

Dr. Othman H. Al-Khadher
Department of Psychology

Dr. Fahed A. Al-Nasir

Department of Sociology

Dr. Al-Zowawi Baghurah
Bin Al-Sa'di
Department of Philosophy

Dr. Obaid Surur Al-Utaibi

Department of Geography

Dr. Fatima R. Al-Rajihi

Department of Arabic Language

and Literature

Dr. Faisal A. Al-Kanderi

Department of History

Dr. Layla H. Al-Maleh

Department of English Language and Literature

Haifa'a H. AL-Meshari
Managing Editor



ANNALS OF THE

ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Issued by The Academic Publication Council - Kuwait University

A REFEREED ACADEMIC QUARTERLY THAT
PUBLISHES MONOGRAPHS ON TOPICS RELE-
VANT TO THE SCHOLARLY CONCERNS OF THE
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS IN THE FACULTIES OF
ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES:

FACULTY OF ARTS & HUMANITIES:

- Department of Arabic Language and Literature.

- Department of English Language and Literature.

- Department of History.

- Department of Philosophy.

- Department of Mass Communication
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES.

- Department of Sociology

- Department of Geography
- Department of Psychology

- Department of Political Science

Volume 23, 2003




(ANNALS OF THE

' IARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

[

A refereed scientific Quarterly that publishes monographs on topics relevant to the scientific
concerns of the various departments in the faculties of arts and social sciences

Economic Integration and
Neo-Functionalism: A Theoretical
Approach with Reference to the
Gulif Region Experience

Dr. Mostafa Abdel Aziz Moursi

Director of Egyptian Consultation Center for Immigrants Studies
Cairo - Egypt

Monograph 201 1423 - 1424
Volume 23 2002 - 2003




