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The Allegiance toward a Child between Islamic Law,
History and Ibn AlKhatib’s Book I’'maal Al-A’laam

Abstract

The present study deals with one of the most important and serious
issues in Arab Islamic history and politics through an examination of the
Andulsi Ibn Alkhatib’s unique book I’'maalu Al-Aalaam. It deals with
the question of succession to the throne and allegiance to a minor prince.
Ibn Alkhatib bases his reflections on the study of a considerable number
of cases from a long and intensive span of history, so his analysis
constitutes a chronicle of authentic historical records. This study,
however, is not confined to the period delinecated by the book and
attempts to widen the perspective by examining Ibn Alkhatib’s opinions
toward the history of Islamic political science. The study poses and
tentatively addresses the following questions:

- Was the succession to the throne by a minor prince a noticeable
phenomenon?

- What was the position of Islamic political science? and
- Who won at the end of the day?
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