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Levels of Reference and their Heritage

Manifestations in Kuwaiti Modern Verse

Abstract

Arab wreiters show an increasing interest in heritage. The
contemporary, modern Kuwaiti poet is no exception, as the Arabic
language, with its long history and voluminous, diverse literary works, in
addition to its being arelatively religious language, constitutes a rich
resource for him. Further, the formation of a new poet traditionally
includes the learning by heart of some verse by olden poets. For all these
reasons, Arab heritage enjoys various patterns and degrees of presence
and manifestation in Kuwaiti verse. Studies in Modern literary criticism
pay more attention to this aspect than what our medieval criticism did
through comparative methods or literary plaigerism. This contemporary
interest follows two routes: the study of reference that comprises the
horizon from which the poet’s talent derives its images, ideas, and forms.
and the study of intertextuality, as any text is based on a number of
previous texts, which means that the work of art, in its essence, remoulds
prior elements in a special consciousness and a unique vision.

This study focuses on the reference - interxteextuality parameter,
examining it from epistemological and derscriptive angles. It is divided
into four sections:

1. Heritage presence between reference and intertextuality.

2. Patterns of heritage (the religious, the historical, the methodo-
gical, the folkloric, and the literary).

3. Methods of employing heritage.
4- Motives for employing heritage.
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