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32; O’Connor, D. “New Kingdom and Third Intermediate Period
1552-664 B.C.,” Ancient Egypt: A Social History, Cambridge
University Press: 1983, pp. 252-53; p. 276.
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Ancient Egyptian-Libyan Relations in the Bronze
Periods from the 3" Millennium to the End of the
2"! Millennium B.C.

Abstract

Royal and individual archeological and archival sources have
reflected the relations of Pharaonic Egypt with the Libyan groups to the
west of the Nile Delta since the 3rd mellennium BC and until the end of
modern state/the Modern Bronze Period. Those Libyan groups were
known by many names such as Temehu, Tehenu, Meshwah and Lebu.
The texts are characterized by an Egyptian hostile mood reflecting the
suppression, persecution and enslavement of those groups.

Those Libyan groups did not pose any dangers on the western
Egyptian border at the beginning as opposed to the real threats that the
end of the 2nd millennium witnessed, as a result of the alliance between
the Libyan tribes and the remainder of some groups of the sea people.
Some of these groups wanted to settle permanently in Cyrenaica, which
necessitated intensive Egyptian military efforts to confront and subse-
quently defeat them, especially during the reigns of Ramsess II,
Merenpetah and Ramsess II1.
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