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The Relationship between Norman
of Sicily
and Moslems of North Africa in the 6 Hijri
Century (12 ¢)

Abstract

The Norman invasion of Sicily is considered an important event and a
serious turning point in the sovereignty over the Mediterranean. This is
because of Sicily's strategic position between African and Italian shores and
its great importance in the marine conflict between the political powers in the
region in the 6th Hijri century. The Ziridites sought alliance with the Murabits
to face the Norman, who tried to expand their influence to Zridite cities of
North Africa. When the navy of the Morabits attacked Sicilian and ltalian
shores, the Norman began to occupy Ziridite ports. The succession of years
of drought in North Africa and the Murabits' engagement with the rising of the
Mwabhhids (who put an end to the Murabits' rule in 539 Hijri/1146 AD) helped
the Norman in their task. Subsequently, the first Muwahhid Caliph Al-Mu'min
Ibn Ali waged large-scale ground and naval military operations in 546
Hijri/1151 AD, which resulted in unifying Arab Maghreb.
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