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Avoidance of two Contiguous Quiescent Sounds
between Quranic Recitation and Linguistic Theory

Abstract

The present study examines the phenomenon of avoiding two
contiguous quiescent sounds from two perspectives: regular and
irregular Quranic recitation and linguistic theory. Some linguists
overlook the meeting of two quiescent sounds in three phonetic
environments: (1) when the first quiescent sound is a vowel and the
second belongs to a geminate; (2) in monosyllabic words like /jiim/
'name of Arabic /j/' and /miim/ 'name of Arabic /m/; and (3) in
utterance-final position. These environments are analyzed and
discussed in light of Quranic and poetic evidence. Then, the study
deals with the tendency to avoid the meeting of two quiescent sounds
in nouns, verbs or particles, in order to find out the subtle differences
between them. It discusses ways of avoiding contiguous quiescent
sounds including vowelling, deletion, lengthening, using the glottal
stop, epenthesis, and metathesis. The Quran reciters' types of
lengthening including obligatory, concatenative and accidental
lengthening are utilized, supported by Quranic recitations and views of
scholars. Further, the study addresses some special patterns by which
contiguous quiescent sounds are avoided like the individual letters at
the beginning of suras (chapters in the Holy Quran) and in nunation.
In sum, this research constitutes a reply to those who license the
meeting of two quiescent sounds because this phenomenon is the
exception rather than the rule.
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