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Contemporary Trends in Studying old
Arabic Poetry: The Mythological trend
Survey and Analysis

Abstract

The old Arabic Poetry is still considered a fertile source for literary
and critical studies and a field that promises a lot more. The literary
field has revealed recently many trends in studying this poetry, the
insights are numeral, and in turn the styles and methods have
diversified.

One of those trends that has proved itself in the last quarter of the
20 th century is the mythological trend, which is a new arrival and one
that relates to the West. It applies its theoretical rules on poetry, and
utilizes - in theory and practice-other sciences, such as anthropology,
comparative religion, psychoanalysis, mythology, and the experience
of Western criticism in studying literature and art.

In this context, a group of Western researchers, such as Northrop
Frye and Mircia Eliade pop up, and studies like “Anatomy of Criticism”
are considered as landmarks.

In our Arabic environment, Dr. Ahmad Kamal Zaki and Dr.
Ibrahim Abdl Rahman Mohammad were the pioneers, and I've traced
their efforts and the efforts of others in the first section of this researh.
The second section is limited to criticism and evaluation.

We should distinguish between two attitudes in this trend. The
first attitude joins between this poerty and mythology without
considering the distinctive characteristics of the old Arabic poetry.
Accordingly, you can only see the the deviated images of old religious
ceremonies kept in “collective unconsciousness”. The other attitude
relates to the pioneers which is characterized by being logical and
moderate and is trying to interpret the poetic images that are different
from rhetorical rules by considering their mythological sources without
being unfair and without separating between the poerty and its
historical context.
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