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A New Treatise of Al-Jahiz on the Virtues of
Abbasid Caliphs: Study and Editing
Abstract

This study seeks to explore a new work of the Arabian well-known
erudite, whose name is ABU ‘UTHMAN ‘AMRU B. BAHR AL-JAHIZ (d. 255
A.H./ 869 A.D.). His unique treatise, which no one has yet definitely handled
and published, is included within a book of Berlin, 5032 Seq. manuscript,
titted under “AL-MUKHTAR MIN KHALAM ABI- ‘UTHMAN?".

Because of the great scientific significance of this new treatise of
AL-JAHIZ the attention of this study was directed chiefly towards introducing
an investigation and editing for it. In addition, the study approached the
treatise in several ways related to its documentation, subject, style, author’s
rough draft, and investigation method.

Within his treatise, AL-JAHIZ, who was an ardent (recluse) all his life,
eulogised and praised Abbasid Caliphs, namely those who adopted ‘itizalism.
As a consequence, this treatise may show the political affiliation of AL-JAHIZ
and the order in which he showed his support to Abbasids and defamed
Omayyads by regarding the dialectical mannerism of the other.

At all events, the fundamental value of AL-HAHIZ's work lies in the
matter to which it is primarily devoted. Here it provides scholar with a
perception, that was transfered by an eyewitness to events of that epoch,
about physical, moral, spiritual, and knowledge of Abbaside Caliphs’
character.
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