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Substitution by a Glottal Stop or Vowel
In the Light of Ibn Ginni’s Book “Sir Sina’ at Al-i'rab”
Abstract

This study investigates the patterns of vowels and glottal stop changes as
studied by Ancient Arab Morphologists. It aims at revising ancient theories due to the
differences that exist between Ancient Arab Morphologists and Modern Scholars in
their approach of investigation. This difference is due to the thinking process. Ancient
Arab Morphologists started by observing a linguistic phenomenon, gave an external
description and then drew a conclusion, sometimes resorting to logical reasoning.
Such a process is rejected by Modern Scholars, for neither the overt description, nor
the logical reasoning is sufficient for explaining how the phonetic change takes place.
The phonetic change is related to the nature of sounds and their phonetic qualities.
Ancient Arab Morphologists and Modern Scholars differ in their hypotheses and their
explanation. The differences in hypotheses is concerned with the relationship
beween short and long vowels and the phonetic qualities of the long vowel /aa/. The
explanations are concerned with describing the environment in which the change
occurred then explaining the change. Ancient Arab Morphologists believed that a
phoneme may change from one form to another. For example, the long /uw/ may
change into /t/. and /iy/ may change into /uw/ or /?/. This is also rejected by Modem
Scholars, because each sound has its unique qualities. Therefore, one should think of
ways for explaining the change that do not contradict the phonetic postulates.
Moreover, Ancient Arab Morphologists did not look at the word as consisting of
syllables. Furthermore, Ancient and Modern Scholars disagree about explaining some
phonetic changes. Ancient Arab Morphologists called such changes metathesis, or’
substitution’ while Modern Scholars feei such a change is a kind of deletion and
substitution which takes many forms like vowel lengthening, germination, glottalization
and vowel or /h/ epenthesis. In addition, Ancient Arab Morpholgists talked about
replacement (compensation) in explaining some phonetic changes like changing an
/uw/ into /iy/ in /dunya/ and changing/ iy/ into /uw/ in /tagwaa/. They believed that one
vowel replaced another which is rejected by Modern Scholars. Finally, this study
concludes that an acceptable vowel change theory should involve the following:
deleting a vowel and subsiting it by another, inserting a consonant between two short
vowels and inserting a sound to close a syllable. One should examine the surface
forms (derivatives) not the underlying phonetic form (word origin). It is recommended
that such modern explorations are taken into consideration in the teachig-learning
process.

I o< [0 ] gglellg gl Cildgn,



Oy

The Author

Ph. Dr. Abuaws Ibrahim Al-Shamsan

D., Cairo University, 1985. thesis : Transitive and Intransitive verbs in

HollyQuran.

Professor of Arabic Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language, College of

Arts - King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Publications

A.Books :

- The Conditional Sentence According to Arab Grammarians. Cairo: Al-Dajawi printing, 1981.

- Transitive and Intransitive Verbs in the Holy Quran. Kuwait: Kuwait University, 1986.

- Transitivity and Intransitivity in a Grammar Class. Jeddah: Al-Madani printing, 1987.

- Verb Forms: Meanings and Relations. Lddah: Al-Madani printing, 1987.

- Prepositions: Meanings and Recations. Jeddah: Al-Madani printing, 1987.

- Students’ Grrors: A Morphological Analysis. Research Center, College of Arts, KSU, 1995.

- Lectures on Arabic Morphology. Riyadh: Al-Rushd Book shop, 1997.

- Tables of Morphological Drills. Riyadh: Al-Rushd Book shop, 1997.

. Papers:

- Modern Linguistic Correcting - Kuwait: Al-Bayan Vol. 215, 1984.

- The phenomenon and Idioms of Alishmam. king Abdul Aziz Research Center, 1415 A.H.

- Aspects of practical Usage of Arabic. Arabic Journal for the Humanities, kuwait University vol.

37,1990.

- Phonetic Changes in passive voice. Journal of K.S.U., vol. 4, 1992.

5 - The Elimination of Homophones in Arabic Morphology. Arab Journal for the Humanities, vol.
47,1994.

6 - Aspects of Etymological Studies of the word “Ayah”. Faculty of arts journal vol. 96, Alexandia
University, 1997.

7 - Proper Names in KSA. Journal of K.S.U. - Al-Adaab 2, 1997.

8 - Confronting Linguistic decline. Al-Ageeq supplement, Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah literary club,
vols. 23-24, 1999.

9 - Incorporation: Its Meaning, Topic and Rules. Riyadh: Journal of Islamic university of Iman
Mohammad bin saud, vol. 25, 1420 A.H.

10 - Linguistic problems, A Book for yusif khulaif. Cairo: Cairo university, 1996.

11 - What Linguists Said About the Morphology of the word “Ashya’an”. Journal of K.S.U., 2001.

W N P oo N oW N

~

bgyeeallg AClill Adgnll - \ A% a8y dllory |



\*A D)

Monograph : 186

Substitution by a Glottal Stop or Vowel
In the Light of lbn Ginni’s Book
“SrSina at Al-i’rab”

Dr. Abuaws Ibrahim Al-Shamsan

Department of Arabic Language - College of Arts
King Saud University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

I o< [0 ] gglellg gl Cildgn,



Price Of The Monograph

Kuwait Emirates Bahrain Qatar Saudi Arabia Oman
Fills. 500 D.H. 10 B.D.1 R.S. 10 R.S. 10 RS 1
Yemen Egypt Lebanon Jordan Syria Sudan
R.S. 10 EP3 L.L. 3000 Fills 750 S.L. 50 SP.1
Libya Algeria Tunis Morocco
L.D. 2 A.D. 10 T.D.1 M.D. 15
Subscribtion For 12 Monographs
Subscription |Subscription Kuwait Arab Foreign
Period Type Countries Countries
Individuals 7K.D 10 K.D 37%
1 Year
Institutions 37 KD 37 K.D 150 %
Individuals 12 K.D 17 K.D 62 %
2 Year
Institutions 62 K. D 62 K.D 250%
Individuals 17 K.D 24 K.D 87¢%
3 Year
Institutions 87 K.D 87 K.D 350 %
individuals 22 K.D 30 K.D 112 %
4 Year
Institutions 112 K. D 112 K.D 450 $

All correspondence and enquiries must be adressed to:

Editor

ANNALS OF ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
P.O. Box 17370 Eil-Khaldiah - KUWAIT 72454

Tel.: 4810319 - Fax: 4810319

ISSN 1560-5248 Key title: Hawliyyat Kulliyyat al-Adab
http://pubcouncil.kuniv.edu. kw/AFA/
E-mail:aotfoa@kucO1 kuniv.edu kw




ConsultantS . mem—

Prof. Ahmed Atman Prof. Ismail S. Mukalled
Department of Greek and Latin Department of Political Scienices -

Studies - Cairo Untversity Assuat University

Prof. Jthan Rashti Prof. Hayat N. Al-Hajji

Department of Radio and Televi- Department of History - Kuwait
ston - Cairo University University

Prof. Abdul-Aziz Ham- Prof. €2ziddin Ismail
movuda Departiment of Arabic Language
Department of English Language and Literature - Ein Shams Univer-
and Literature - Cairo University Sity

Prof. Mohammed Gh. fil- Prof. Mohammed M.
[ ]

Rumecihi I. Al-Deecb

Department ol Sociology - Kuwait Department of Geography - Ein

University Shams University

Prof. Mahmoud Rajab Prof. Mahmoud fi. Abu

Department of Philosophy- Cairo fil-Neel

University Department of Psychology - Ein
Shams University

Prof. Mahmoud F. Hijazi

Department of Arabic Language and Literature - Caivo University



Editorial Board emsm—

Dr. Nassima . Al-Ghaith
Editor - in - Chiet

Prof. Samir M. Husscin

Department ot Mass Communication

Dr. Abdul-Rida A. Asiri

Department of Political Sciences

Dr. Fahed A. Al-Nasser

Department of Sociology

Dr. Layla H. Al-Maleh

Departiment of Arabic Language
and Literature

Prof. Michacl H. Mitias

Department of Philosopy

Dr. Othman H. Al-Khadher

Department of Psychology

Dr. Faisal AA. Al-Xanderi

Department of History

Dr. Fatima A. Al-Rejihi

Department of Arabic Language
and Literature

Haifa'a H. fil-Meshari
Managing Editor



ANNALS OF THE
ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

issued by The Academic Publication Council - Kuwait University

A REFEREED ACADEMIC PERIODICAL THAT
PUBLISHES MONOGRAPHS ON TOPICS RELE-
VANT TO THE SCHOLARLY CONCERNS OF THE
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS IN THE FACULTIES OF
ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES:

FACULTY OF ARTS & HUMANITIES:
- Department of Arabic Language and Literature.

- Department of English Language and Literature.
- Department of History.
- Department of Philosophy.
- Mass Communication Department.
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES.
- Sociology, Geography, Psychology. Political Sciences.

Volume XXII, 2002




ANNALS OF THE ARTS AND,

=t wd wowe

SOCIAL SCIENCES

A refereed scientific periodical that publishes monographs on topics relevant to the scientific
concerns of the various departments in the faculties of arts and social sciences

Substitution by a Glottal Stop or Vowel
In the Light of Ibn Ginni’s Book
“Sir Sina’ at Al-I’rab”

Dr. Abuaws Ibrahim Al-Shamsan

Department of Arabic Language - College of Arts
King Saud University - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Monograph 186 1422 - 1423
Volume XXII 2001 - 2002

Kuwait University Press




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

