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hypothetico - deductive method.
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which, to revert to Neurath’s figure as | so oftern do, we can
rebuild only at sea while staying afloat in it. There is no external
vantage point, no first philosophy.
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about the world is in turn a question withein science: the question

how we human animals con have moaaged to arrive at science
from such limited information. Our scientific epistemologist pursues
this inquiry and comes out with an account that has a good deal to
do with the leaming of Language and with the neurology of
perception.
The naturalistic philosopher begins his reasoning within the
inherited world theory as a going concem. He tentatively believes
all of it,, but believes also that some unidentified portions are
wrong. He tries to improve, clarify, and understand and the system
form within, He is the busy sailor adnift on Neurath’s boats.
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Thr naturalization of epistemology, as | have been sketching it, is

both a limitation and a liberation. The old quest for a foundation for
natural science, firmer than science itself, is abandoned: that much is
limitation. The liberation is free access to the resources of natural

science, without fear of circularity.
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Naturalistic Epistemology
Abstract

Naturalism in Philosophy has a long and rich heritage. In the second half of twentieth
century, there have been a number of philosophers who called for naturalizing epistemology.
In recent years the movement to naturalize epistemology has become increasingly popular.
The interst i;w naturalistic epistemology traces to W.V. Quine's paper “Epistemology
Naturalized” {1969). In this paper, Quine argued for a new approach to epistemological
questions, and he made argument for transforming epistemology into a new discipline by
making it a part of natural science. According to Quine, Descartes’s view of epistemology as
first philosophy was doomed to failure, because it was pursued outside science.

Epistemology, as traditionally practiced, is a normative enterprise. It seeks the
standards which might be used to justify our beliefs and judgments. Traditional rationalists
and empiricists do agree that search of these standards within natural science would be
illegitimate, because the object of traditional epistemology is to provide a ground for natural
science. But Naturalists reject the autonomy of epistetomology, and seek continuity
between epistemology and natural science. Quine says that | see philosophy not as a priori
groundwork for science, but as continuous with science.

There are many philosophers have now taken up the banner of naturalized
epistemology, such as Alvin Goldman, Fred Dretske, Hilary putnam, Larry Laudan and
others. The question now is: Is there a single naturalistic idea which unites naturalists, or
are there many forms of naturalism as there are naturalists?

This paper seeks to achieve the following aims:

1 - Determinaing the diffrent Concepts which fall under the heading of naturalistic
epistemology.

2 - Clarifying the arguments provided by naturalistic epistemologists to confim their
theories.

3 - Discussing the most important criticism advanced by philosophers against naturalistic
epistemology.

4 - Stating our attitude toward naturalistic epistemology through defending the “moderate
epistemic maturalism”

Since strong naturalistic epistemology, in affirmative usage, amounts to scientism,
this paper seeks to answer a general question about the legitimacy of scientism.
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