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Location Quotient and Productivity Merit of
Wheat Crop in The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This research i1s conducted on the reality of the Saudi wheat
production over the recent two decades along with the 1997 location
quotient of the pioneering administrative areas in the Kingdom.
Discrepancy and aspects of the production merit per single area in
varied regions are also considered. The production cost per hectare as
applied to samples from specialized and traditional projects conducted in
1998 is also included.

Gathered data is based on statistics released by the Saudi Ministry
of Agriculture and water along with data obtained from field studies
conducted on both traditional and specialized projects. Obtained data
has been displayed in charts and other maps designed according to the
geographic information systems (GIS) Mapviewer and Excel.

Results obtained show:

1 - Areas planted with wheat have increased from quarter to about a
million hectares due to the highly mviting prices paid by the
government. Production as also increased from about one million
to more than 4 million tones over the period 1982 to 1992.

2 - Due to the modifications in agricultural policy represented by
encouraging price-reduction to buy wheat, and due to diversifying
subsidized crops, cultivated areas have decreased to 403.000
hectares and production also decreased to 1.800 tons in 1997.

3 - Location quotient has shown discrepancies between regions while

centralization scale jumped high in areas of Riyadh, Gasseem, Hail and
Northern Borders, in Tabouk, and the Eastern region it was medium.
while in areas of Al-Jouf, Al-Madinah it was low, but in Aseer, Najran,
Al-Baha, and Makkah it was at the bottom of the scale.

4 - Production significance showed discrepancy between regional
rates: Gasseem, registered high rates, while Tabouk, Hail, Riyadh,
and Northern Borders registered moderate rates.

5 - Due to climate conditions and change in temperature, productiv-
ity-rate per hectare in the Northern arcas of the country has been
higher than those in the southern areas.
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