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The Qur’an Stylistic Techniques, its Goals and
Characteristics

Abstract

This study deals with the preservative and aesthetic tools used in the language of
the Qur’an. The focus will be on five of the most common of these tools: direct narration,
dialogue, storytelling, imagery and comparison. My approach is both comprehensive and
statistic. It is based on a modern stylistic framework.

The study probes the subject from a general angel, which covers the general
aspects of the Holy Qur’an, and an elaboration of each tool following modern me -
thodology based on systematic analysis, statistics, and general characteristics.

The Qur’anic language has at least two functions: the preservative function and
the aesthetic one. The first arouses reflection and reasoning while the second meets the
psychological needs and entertains the addressee.

The preservative and aesthetic techniques utilized by the Qur’an are characterized
by a set of stylistic features, which can be summarized in three points:

1 - The Quran combines its stylistic techniques with the appropriate
pieces of evidence which tend to be explicit and unequivocal.

2 - The rhetoric goals and the religious intentions are well integrated in
the language of the Qur’an.

3 - Unlike the complicated approaches followed by philosophers and
speculative theologians, the variations of style are an apparent feature
in the Qur’anic approach. This makes it suitable and appealing to the
human nature.
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