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Glass and Crystal Antiques from the Qajar
Dynasty: An Artistic and Archeological study
of Samples from 13" ¢. H./ 19" c. A.D.

Abstract

This study includes an academic publication of fourteen glass and
crystal antiques that date back to the Qajar dynasty. These antiques are
kept in the Egyptian museums; they have not been studied or published
before. The importance of these antiques hies in that five of them bear the
date of their manufacture; two have Persian inscriptions on the place of
manufacture the name of the person to whom they have been made; two
other untiques have the emblem of the Qajars which is the figure of the
lion raising the sword with its right hand. and behind it is the figure of the
sunburst. Four other antiques have been decorated by the paintings of
Naser El-Din Shah, the fourth ruler of the Qajars, together with the
emblem and royal erown of the Qajars. This indicates that the objects of
the study certainly belong to the Qajar period with all its formal touch.
The study is conducted through describing the decorative styles and
through reading the inscriptions, correcting wrong readings and making
comparisons with the other equivalent antiqurs that have been published
before. for the sake of specifying accurately the date of their
manufacture.

The study traces, also. the history of glass manufacturing art in
Iran before and during the Qajar period, through what the historians and
the travelers have written, and through the drawings of the glass antiques
styles in the Iranian painting. The study also defines the Bohemian glass,
exported to the Islamic east, to distinguish the home-made from the
exported ones of the antiques under study.

The study also explains the manufacturing styles of the antiques
published for the first time. through differentiating between the raw
malerial used in their manufacture, the way of their manufacture, their
decorations, and explaining the relationship between the f{igure, the
colour and the function.

The final part of the study is the conclusion which includes the
resutls of the study. The study alse contains two appendices; the first
shows the places where the ornaments are kept, the numbers of their
registration, their sizes and their keeping conditions; the second appendix
shows the places and dates of the manufacture of the antiques. The study
has been supplemented with (33) plates and (38) fugures.
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