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The Narrator and the Addreessed in "The Caliphs’
fruit & the banter of the Witty"
By Ibn Arabshah
(A Study in Chapter Seven)

Abstract

Beast fable existed long time ago, and it was first related to myth. It
was later transformed from verbal into written and symbolic form. It
attracted the attention of Literati, poets and philosophers who narrated a
lot of beast fables with symbolic dimensions.

The Arabs in the pre-Islamic era wrer not unfamiliar with these
fables, but they became widely spread among people during Prophet
Mohammed’s time. And later in the Abbasid era, Abdullah Ibn Al-
Mugaff’a, who died in 142H/759 AD, was considered the first writer of
beast fable. He wrote the beadst fable "Kalilah and Dimnah". The main
reason underlying this type of writing was his fear of the caliph Abu
Ja’afer Al-Mansour.

Ibn Arabshah’s book "The Caliphs’ Fruit & the Banter of the
Witty" is considered the last in the long series of symbolic writings on
beast fable. He wrote this book in Cairo in 852 AH/1448 AD, and his
motivation for writing it was not different from that of Ibn Al-
Mugqaffa’s, namely the fear of the caliph.

This study deals with the political aspects of the Mamelukes’ era
during which Ibn Arabshah was living. It also covers the events
associated with his escape from Damascus to Samarkand after it was
conquered by Tamerlane. It also studies the various structures and forms
of the narrative.

The study pays a special attention to Chapter Seven with its seven
marginal fables and takles it in details disclosing its content which reflects
a struggle between the king of the elephants, a symbol that represents
Tamerlane, and the king of the lions, a symbol representing the Muslim
Arab ruler. The study also explains the technical details about the
narrator and the addressed.

In chapter seven the study tackles the language and the style of the
narrative, with the methods and the artistic tools used for the continuation of the
narrative. Finally, the study concludes with a list of footnotes and references.
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