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The Republic of Tajikistan between Conflict and

Development: A Geographical Study
Abstract

Tajikistan, One of the republics of central Asia, occupies an area of
143.100 square kilometers which is mostly mountainous especially in the
east and south.

Tajikistan consisted of Bukhara and Khokand Khanates, and in
the late 1918 it was taken over by the Turkestan Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic, and in 1929 it became a federal republic. Following
the USSR’s dissolution in 1991, Tajikistan became an independent state
as a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

Tajikistan’s total population was about 6 Million in 1996, and it is
ethnically mixed, consisting of 58.5% Tajik, 25% Uzbek who live at the borders
with Uzbekistan. The Russians form about 12% living at Khojan province.
There are many ethnic minority groups like Tatars. Kyrgyz, Turkmen.

Tajikistan has the highest population growth rate in the USSR
republics, which reached 3% annually during 1960-1994.

The cconomy of Tajikistan depends heavily on agriculture, mining a
variety of mineral resources, which include uranium, gold. coal and
aluminum. The manufacturing sector depends on the output of agriculture,
grazing and mining. There are commercial relations between Tajikistan and
the pervious USSR repuplics and some European countries.

The country witnessed a civil war, which resulted in many deaths,
destroyed the economy, and opened the door for the external
intervention from the surrounding states. These countries tried to
narrowdown this conflict, and to force the parties to set on the table of
negotiations, Finally, a fragile peace treaty was signed by both the
government and the oppostion leaders to stop the civil war in June 1994.

Tajikistan tried to recover and stimulate its economy. It took
important measures to increase the state’s revenues, and to keep the
deficit under control. Also, they tried to improve policies concerning the
cultivation of cotton crops, the banking system, encouraging the foreign
investment, transferring to the market - economy, and applying the open-
door policy. However, there are many impediments facing Tajikistan’s
economy such as Shortages of financial resources and lack of the
expertise in the process of reforms.
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