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The learned life in Jerusalem in
the Eighth Hijri Century in the Light
of Ibn Hajar’s book "The Hidden Pearls"

Abstract

Ibn Hajar’s history book "The Hidden Pearls of the Notables in the Eighth Hijri
Century" recorded the history of the most important century in the life of the city of
Jerusalem (i.c. the Eighth Hijri Century) because it witnessed the utimost flourishing
period in all aspects of the learned life. The book covered the history of the scholars. the
educational instituations, and all the scientific, academic and learning activities in that
era. The educational institutions included a number of schools (such as Mosul School,
Hanbalitic School and many more) which amounted to 47 schools mostly founded at the
reign of the Mamelukes® Sultans who ruled Egypt and Damascus at that period. In
addition, there were special schools or houses for teaching the Holy Quran and Hadith.

There were also other religious establishments affiliated to these educational
stitutions that had educational roles such as Mosques (including the holy Agsa
Mosque. the Dome of the Rock and the Mosque of Omar and Al-Magharibah
Mosque...etc.), Leagues [Arbita] (e.g. Abasiri League, Mardini League), and the small
cupolated Prayer Rooms or Mosques [Zawaya] which first appeared in Jerusalem at the
reign of Saladin Al-Ayyobi and later increased during the reign of Mamelukes” Sultans to
replace schools and eventually exceeded them in number amounting to one hundred
Zawiya (such as Al-Khanthaniyah, Al-Jirajiyah, Al-Maghariba, Al-Sheikhuniyah, Al-lu
alaiyah.. ete.). In addition to these there were the Khanikahat, which were Sufi houses
used for worship as well as learning and reciting of the Quran.

The study system in these educaitonal institutions was based on appointing a
limited number of teachers and tutors whose salaries and duration of study were
determined by the donor of the Wakf. The students also received a grant to help them
continue their studies. The subjects taught at the schools of Jerusalem in the eiglith Hijri
century covered a vast range of disciplines such as Quranic studies. Interpretation,
Hadith, Islamic Jurisprudence, Sufism, Arabic Language and Literature. and some
mental and applied sciences such as Mathematics and Medicine.

A number of outstanding native scholars excelled in their fields in Jerusalem at
that century as well as some new comers who came o Jerusalem and settled there. Some
of the native scholars immigrated to work in other Islamic countries. There were also
famous families in which education and culture was handed down from father o son (i.c.
inherited from torcfathers) such as the family of Bani Kudama, ihn Abi Omar, Bani
Surour, and many more mentioned by Ibn Huajar. This kind of educational inheritance
cuthanced the foundation of the learned life and developed it in Jerusalem mn the cighth
Hijri century untii it progressed and flourished with 1ts highly talented scholars whose
fame and reputation spread all over the Islamic Arab world ighhighting the prestigious
educational status of Jerusalem in that century.
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