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Jews and the Arabian Gulf
A Historical Review

Abstract

The Arabian Gulf, because of its geographical location, controls
the main trade routes between Europe, India and the Far East. and this
has maintained its strategic. political and commercial importance.
Because of this importance, the Arabian Gulf has always been a scene
of “simmering conflicts gripping numerous old and new. small and
middle, great and super powers™.

Places and historical events in the Gulf’ region are recorded 1n
many sources during different periods. Some of these sources are the
ancient Jewish sources that record and describe cvents in the arca from
the Ist/2nd centuries A.D. to the [4th/15th centuries and later. Historical
and geographical information relating to this subject may be sought
some works and narratives concerning Jewish presence m the Gulf
region. Data mentioned in these sources will be studied and compared to
the data referred to in Islamic, Syriac, Greek. and Latin sources. as wetl
as modern writings and archaeological materials. The sources which will
be the base of this study are: the Talmud. letters and correspondence of
the Gaonim. the Jewish traveller Benjamin of Tudela. and the Yemeni
Jewish traveller Zechariah al-Dahirt (al-Zahiri). These sources will be
examined very briefly in the footnotes.
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