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Single Minded Personality Style
Characterstics and Correlates

Abstract

The present study aims to investigate a broad psychological
concept called Single Mindedness™. This concept refers to a compre-
hensive style of behaviour cahracterized by rigidily, strictness even
parochialism. A single minded individual behaves in the same way a rat
does in @ maze. where it crosses the muze from start to end quickly &
accurately without looking for new paths or stopping to choose. This
style of behaviour contradicts the rechness of human life known for its
diversity, wealth and profundity.

The theoretical analysis of the concept receals that single
mindedness 1s but a reduction of a number of abnormal styles of
behaviour such as prejudice, rigidity, intolerance of ambiguity and
dogmatism as well as closed mindedness and preceptional distortion.

The current study is an elaboration on a prebious one (Farag,
1982) which had revealed cognitive characteristics of single minded
individuals. In the light of the earlier study’s f{indings. 1t became
imcumbent that the concept receive greater attention within a larger
context.

A new long scale was develoed (66 items) and administered 1o a
large sample of males and females (n =458) with more than 20 additional
personality variables statistical data analysis was conducted comprising
medium values, standard devitation, correlation of cariables as well as
gender differences or those existing between twe non-overlapping groups
with high & low levels of singlw mindedness. Factor analysis was also
conducted for the items of single mindedness scale as well as for the inter
relatedness between the variables of the study.

The results indicate too that single mindedness is @ dimensional
sytle of personality. The individual on the normal pole (the law scored) is
opended. individual on the other pole is closed minded, unidimensional,
neurotic, psychotic, positice defensive. has low self esteem, and external
locus of control.
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