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SAMU - IL: The Myth and the Unknown

Abstract

It has long been said that there was a poet called “Al-Samawal Ibn
Adiya” in C.A. poetry. Evidence for his existence can be found in the
verse of such poets as Al-Asha, who mentioned in one of his poems
rituals of sacrifice to a so-called god, Samu-il, shich in fact refers, ac-
cording to the present author's claims, to the god of Tasm and Jadis,
two old Arab tribes from the province of Al-Hajr. Later on, and under
the influence of Judaism, “Samu-II" became Samaw’al as prol of on
old Arabic tradition. Evidence for this interpretation can be found in
the poetry of Al-Farazdagq.

On the other hand, certain scholars, claiming that stories about the
above-mentioned sacrifice rituals related to Samil—il, have in fact oriti-
nated with Imru-Al-Qays. According to these stories, Imru-Al-Qays,
the famous pre-Islamic poet, is said to have gone to a city in Hijaz,
called Tayma, whose governor, Al-Samawal, of Jewish beliefs, had to
offer his own son in ramasom to the enemy in order to keep his prom-
ise. It is our claim, again, that there is no evidence in Imru-Al-Qays’
poetry for the authenticity of such a story.
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