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9 - Datatio (tarih): mentioning the date of issuing the decree.
10 - Locus: writing the place of the composition of the document.

When the command is written in its final form, it is was given to a cavus
to convey the command to its addressee.

The sultan issued other documents carrying diferent names such as:

1 - Berat: decree of appointment.

2 - Name-i Humayun: letters from the sultan to the foreign ruiers.

3 - Hatt-i Humayun: a command signed by the sultan’s hand.

4 - Irade-i Seniyye: the sultan’s commands to the Grand Vizier (sadr-i
azam).

Finally the paper shows the diferences between the real fermans and the
copies in the Muhimme Dergers which consists of 263 volumes.
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The Ottoman Fermans

(Abstract)

The Archives of the Prime Minister (Babakanlik Devlet Arivler) in Istan-
bul is considered one of the largest archives in the world. The largest number
of state documents is preserved in these archives. This collection consists of
the records of the Imperial Council (Divan-i Hiimayun) and tho Office of the
Grand Vizier (Bab-i Asafi). It comprises international agreements (ahid-
name), fermans and other documents issued in the name of the sultan (berats,
mensurs) imperial writings (hatt-i humayun), and many other registers.

This paper is related to the science of diplomacy that deals with the study
of external and internal characteristics of various state documents. The tech-
nical term ferman means a decree or an imperial command issued from the
Ottoman Sultan to some public functionary in the Ottoman territories. Con-
sists of the following parts:
|l - Invocatio (tehmid or temcid): which includes the name of God such as

huwa or huwa Al-Mugni.

2 - Tugra (Imperial signature): every sultan has his own tugra.

3 - Intitulatio (elkap): consists of the name and the rank of the man issuing
the decree.

4 - Inscriptio (tevcih): consists of the name of the addressee combined with
his titles.

5 - Salutatio (du a): the name and the titles of the addressee were followed
by greeting and wishing formulas.

6 - Narratio or disposotio (iblag): consists of information explaining the rea-
sons for the issue of the document or ferman.

7 - Dispositio (hukum or emr): this part gives the addressee direct and pre-
cise instructions on how the command is to be carried out or what should
be done.

8 - Sanctio (tekit): underlining the importance of the matter, admonishing the
addressee to carry out the order without delay and not to act contrary to
the command.
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