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Woman as Critic of Poetry in Early
Arabic Literary Criticism
the Case of the Literary Critical Texts ascribed to Sukaina
bint al-Husain

Abstract

Arabic sources in literature and history reserve a number of texts containing
short critical statements connected with poetry and related to Sukaina bint al-Husain
(d. 117h/735Ad). The present study points out the variant versions of the texts as-
cribed to Sukaina, and compares them with other similar texts attributed to other
men or women in the same period. The aim of this study, however, is not to affirm
the authenticity of these texts or to provoke doubts about their being attributed to Su-
kaina. Its basic intention is to cast light on the fact that early Arab women were
linked with literary criticism in early traditional books.

The importance of showing such a case emerges from the fact that some contem-
porary Arab writers - adopting some attitudes from Feminist literary theory in the
West - tend to generalize the idea about women’s silence or their being forced to be
silent in the Middle Ages This paper posits that this idea does not accord with the
case of Arab women in literature and literary criticism during the first century of the
Hegira.

On the other hand one notices that after the time of Sukaina no woman’s voice in
the field of literary criticism has found its way to us until the sixteeth century AD
where we have “A’isha al-BaCuniya’s book on Badiciyat. The question, this paper
raises, is what happened and caused this silence during the later periods?.
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