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gaining wealth and prestige. But they were soon put back in their pre-
vious miserable life. As they felt hurt and oppressed the blacks revolt-
ed against the Abbasids in what is known as the uprising of the Ne-
groes (255-270AH). The revolt was finally suppressed and the blacks
were once more forced to lead a marginal life.

This paper deals with “The Blacks in the Abbasid Legacy” and it
draws heavily on two main sources namely: (1) Fakhr al-Sudan ala al-
Bizan by al-Jahiz and (2) Tanwir al-Qabash by Ibn al-Jawzi.

Upon careful study and through analysis of these two major works
I came to the conclusion that al-Jahiz” work depends on the pattern of
debates of the Mu<atazilite and the dialectical method they employed
in their controversies. For his part Ibn al-Jawzi draws largely on his-
torical narration.
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ABSTRACT

There are several tales and anecdotes concerning black people in
some literary and historical writings. Stories related to the blacks are
found in holy texts, books of literary men, and poetry. In pre-Islamic
era the blacks had endured a lot of suffering and humiliation. They
were believed to be inferior to the white people and modest in their
mental abilities. People of the past believed that blacks were created to
perform physical labor, undertake works thought to be degrading and
primarily to secure the well being of the whites.

With the dawn of Islam, however, humane conditions became at-
tainable for the blacks. During the time of Prophet Muhammad and his
immediate followers blacks had enjoyed compassion and civil rights.
In light of certain Koran verses and sayings of the Prophet that call
for Muslim solidarity, equality and brotherhood. blacks entertained a
just treatment and dignified legal status.

But the civil liberties that blacks have enjoyed during the early
phase of Islam proved to be temporary and short lived. For With the
rise of Umayyad reign, during which ethnic superiority was dominant,
the blacks were relegated to their former lower status. With the in-
crease of wealth and economic prosperity more blacks were forced to
work as servants for wealthy families, dancers, bar tenders, farmers
and cattle herders. The bitter feeling ensued among the blacks has
contributed significantly in the support which they lent to the
Abbasids during the uprising against the Umayyads.

When the Abbasids came into power, the blacks succeeded in
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