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Family 1 ility ;
A Comparative Study Between
Housewives and Working Women

Abstract

This is a comparative field study between working and nonworking
married women in terms of family instability. The study takes into
consideration demgraphic and social variables and their effects on
family instability for both working and nonworking married women.
The sample represented Kuwait married women both working and
housewives. The sample constituted of a total of (1418) married wom-
en, (468) were working and (946) were housewives. A (T) statistical
test was used to compare between the two groups in terms of family
instability. In addition a multiple regression statistical test was used
with each group to know what variables contributed and were signifi-
cant to family instability.

The (T) test results showed that although the means of both groups
fall into low family instability, housewives were falling more toward
family instability, as it was shown from their higher mean. Multiple
regression results showed that women's level of education, hasband's
level of education, having more than one wife. and being able to have
children contributed the most to family instability in the working
women group. On the other hand, having more than one wife, Marry-
ing a relative, being divorced befor, being able to have children place
of residence, parents being divorced, and women's level of education
contributed the most to family instability in the housewives group.
Discussion of those resutls and implications for social work were in-
cluded.
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