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requirements and conditions one might have in mind. Around 68.4%
among these believe that it is better to go along with the wish of the
parents to refuse to consent to the marriage of the son or daughter
in the event where the proposed spouse is too old or unsuitable,
while 31.6% believe that it is better to go ahead with the marriage in
such circumstances even when faced with refusal by the family.

Among the most important characteristics that should be
enjoyed by the marriage partner, according the research sample,
are straight for wardens, good manners, coming from a good family,
good breeding, and a strong personality, while the least important
characteristic is the physical appearance.

With regard to social obstacles to marital selection, the moc:
commonly cited case is the obstacles laid down by the parents,
followed by the difficulty of finding the socially suitable persons, and
finally, the absence of the freedom to choose. It has been found
that these are the most important obstacles to marital selection
according to opinions expressed by some two-thirds to three-fourths
of the sample members. The social obstacles are basically related
to the high expense of marriage and the difficulty of finding the
suitable person who has the appropriate economic means: More
than seventy per cent of the sample members stated these as the
major two reasons. With regard to the psychological obstacles,
some 14% to 54% considered them highly important, and they
included the feeling of some passion toward the other person, or
some mistrust toward the opposite sex, a fear that one might be
mistreated by the future spouse, a fear of failure of the marriage,
the psychological rejection of the idea of marriage, the absence of a
strong desire to marry, the fact that one has had an unsuccessful
emotional experience in the past and, finally, the fear of infertility.
Although there is a close statistical relationship between the
variables of sex, age, level of education and point of view with
regard to the preferences and obstacles to marital selection it has
been observed that this relationship is quite limited.
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THE PREFERENCES AND OBSTACLES TO MARITAL
SELECTION IN THE KUWAITI SOCIETY

ABSTRACT

The study focused on marriage selection with regard to
preferences and obstacles to marriage leading to late marriage. The
study is based on a theoretical framework consisting of the theories
that explain the marriage partner selection process from the social,
economic and psychological aspects. The study was further
conducted within a methodological framework which consisted of the
question paused, the means of collecting data, the sample and the
statistical treatment of the data so collected. The research covered
a random sample of 237 persons of both sexes, all of whom are not
married and have not been married before although they are thirty
years old or older. The means of collecting the data is a
guestionnaire classified on the basis of truth and consistency. Its
items focus on the marriage selection preferences and obstacles,
whether social, economic or psychological.

The results achieved by the study may be summarized in that,
with regard to the marriage relationship as a matter of interest to
those covered by the study, it was found that the majority of the
sample members seriously thought of marriage, that they are not
happy about remaining without marriage until this age. With regard
to the marriage selection preferences, it was found that the
preferred nationality was the Kuwaiti nationality, followed by any
Gulf nationality, for 93.4% of the responses focused on these two
nationalities for social reasons in the first place. There is an obvious
similarity in the responses of both sexes concerning the suitable
age for marriage: Most of them believed that the appropriate age
was 25-30 years for males and 20-25for females. Approximately
70% of the sample state that in the event of the reducing chances
of marriage because of age, one should forego some of the
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