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the siege until the Hospitalers agreed to surrender on the condition that the
Ottomans allow them to leave. So they left the island freely in 923h./
1523.

This study is an attempt to publish this manuscript. It is divided into
three main chapters. The first one describes the institution of the Hospital-
ors of Saint John and their settlement in Rhodes. It also shows the Otto-
man - Rhodian relations with an emphasis on the Ottoman attempts to cap-
ture the island.

The second deals with two main aspects: firstly the author’s biography
and giving some information about the manuscript. Secondly the manu-
script’s main points that Al-1-‘Abbasi tried to explain conceming this at-
tempt of Sultan Sulaiman I to seize the island, comparing what Al-‘Abbasi
states with other contemporary Turkish and Arabic sources.

The final chapter deals with publishing the manuscript with notes and
comments.

This study is illustrated with some maps and appendixes which contain
summaries and Arabic translations of some Ottoman documents that are re-
lated to the topic. There are also few old pictures that are published here
for the fist time.
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Minah Rabb Al-bariyya fi Fath Rodos Al-‘abiyya
by ‘Abd-Arrahim bin ‘Abd-Arrahman Al-‘Abbasi

ABSTRACT

There are many Arabic Manuscripts scattered in many countries in the
world. The Republic of Turkey is considered to have a large quantity of
them. While working in the Topkapi Sarayi Miizesi Kiitiiphanesi a rare
manuscript was discovered under Hazine No. 1599. The manuscript is
called: Minah Rab Al-bariyya fi Fath Rodos Al-Abiyya and written by
‘Abdurahim bin Abdurahman Al-‘abbasi who is descended from a family
with many kadis among its members.

Abdurahim was born in Cairo on Saturday 24th Ramadan 867h./12
June 1463. He studied literature and shari a sciences at the havds of many
famous scholars at his time. He lived in Cairo until it came under the Ot-
toman rule in 923h./1517. then he went to Constantinople where he stayed
until he died in 963h./1556.

Al-"abbasi composed a number of great works in different fields, and
this manuscript is one of the most important. It has a great value because
it is written by the author who participated in the Ottoman campaign
against Hospitalers of Saint John in Rhodes. This manuscript is a rare and
unique.

Al-"abbasi supplies us with important information about the Ottoman
campaign against Rhodes in 928h./1521. He shows the road that Sultan
Sulaiman I took from Constantinople to Rhodes. He mentions the places
that the Sultan passed by during this journey describing its climate and for-
tifications. He gives also valuable information about the Ottoman siege of
Rhodes. These information could be considered as a daily memoirs about

AT
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