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Trade Weaponry at the Colony of Sierral Leone
in the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century

ABSTRACT

The study covers issues related to the colony in terms of its entity. history and
relationships with slavery and the impact of slave liberators’ efforts.

In June 1791 the British Government issued a law establishing Sierra Leone
company for Legal Trade in West Africa.

A Group of Black Americans and others from the West Indies Islands arrived
at the colony. They were called the Creoles and had great influence on the col-
ony’s affairs.

In 1808 the colony was attached to the British Crown to control slave trade and
replace it with legal trade activities and to support such trade with the Africans liv-
ing there.

The Creole traders started to obtain African products in exchange with weap-
ons and ammunition. The civil wars broke out between tribes as a result of British
weapons and hence trade weaponry was boosted in the colony.

The British government provided African leaders who oppose French presence
in West Africa with Weapons. As a result, relations between Paris and London
were strained.

In 1980 Brussels conference issued various resolutions banning slave and
weapon trade with Africa. England strongly opposed French presence in West Af-
rica and therefore did not respect these resolutions.

After the French were able to conquer the Islamic and National allied forces in
West Africa and after there declaration of the establishment of French Guinea col-
ony and the involvement of the British in wars in the Gold Coast, England deemed
that it will not be able to achieve its aspirations for expansion over Sierra Leone
and French Guinea in 1896. Hence, Sierra Leone Traders were lost hope of ob-
taining any internal gains and trade weapons was in total recession in the colony.
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