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Historical Roots of Umaiyad Dynasty

ABSTRACT

This rescarch deals with historical roots of the Umaiyads, who formed a
noble Kuraishi family, related to Umaiya b. A’bd Shams b. A’bd Manaf b.
Kusaiy, the founder of Kuraish Unity. It discussed also pre-Islamic political
and economical role played by this family, which get into mutual compiti-
tion with some Kuraishi families, especially Hashimids their paternal uncles,
in order to gain influential position inside and outside Mecca. Moreover,
Umaiyads made efforts with other Kuraishi leaders especially Banu A’bd
Manat, for protecting the esteemed Kuraishi community, and made as-
surance of protection to Kuraish trade inside Arabia and its neighbors, which
was Known by “Eylaf Kuraish”. These pre-Islamic Umaiyad important ef-
forts got to excel their family dignity at Kuraish.

The treatise discussed later, Umaiyads’ attitudes towards the emerge of
Islam and its prophet Muhammad, who belonged to Hashimids, their rel-
atives and compititors. These attitudes were so different: some of them were
pro-Islam, others waited until the situation becomes clear, while the last rem-
nant took policy of agression like other Kuraishis. The last attitude resulted
of considering Islam as a danger threatning their leadership and trade inter-
ests.

When Mecca surrendered to muslims, and their religion spreaded in all
over Arabia, hostile Umaiyads and Kuraishis adopted Islam. They soon em-
ployed their adminstrative and military abilities in defending the new re-
ligion and its state. This new Umaiyad attitude aimed to restore their high
previous dignity. Muhammad the Messenger, Abu Bakr Al-Siddik, Umar b.
al-Khattab and Uthman b. Affan, employed many Umaiyads in the Islamic
state administration. These appointments together with political develop-
ments followed the assassination of Uthman, paved the way for the Umaiy-
ads to achieve their aim of holding the caliphate for about one century of Is-
lamic history, with various consequences to this event.
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