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cause they apparently present the theoretical vision concomitant with its con-
rete evidence. In the meantime the text is basic to the critical process, and we
believe that elaborate, theoretical studies, alienated from application, go in a vi-
couscircle.

The researcher has incorporated the second and third objectives in one part
of the study, preferring to supplement each field with its applied examples, in
order to avoid the separation between, and hence the repetition of, fields and
then applied illustrations. Moreover, this design would give no room for
monotony and, hence, for boredom.

The novelty of this study lies, in the first place, in the first two objectives: dis-
covering fields which have never been called attention to, and the practical
study selected solely by the researcher, albeit the variety of examples subjected
to his study. Accordingly the illustrations of his unprecedented analysis and ta-
bles areof the researcher’s own vision, which approximated the study to the
reader and gave it a clarity that made it quite convincing.

As previously mentioned, the first aim is to prove that «antithesis» is part of
the artistic texture of the literary work, as pointed out throughout the study.
Nevertheless, this writer’s viewpoint here is not limited to confirming or sup-
porting previous studies in the field, but it has developed itself by relating the
concept of «antithesis», as conceived by ancient rhetoric in to the latest develop-
ments in this context - which has made of «antithesis» a link in the chain of con-
rtatiety, as the most remarkable characteristic of poetical language.

ARA S



Poetry and Language of Antithesis

Vision Area Application

Abstract

In this research an attempt is made to clarify three issues. The first issue is
concerned with «antithesis» as idiom usually dealt with in our Arabic rhetoric
as ornament or decoration. This study has emphasized the necessity of reconsi-
dering «antithesis» from a new perspective, where it is incorporated in text con-
struction side by side with contemporary given information and concepts,
namely parallelism, irony, all implicit contrast and conrariety. All these have
become basic for many modern, literary studies in the outlook on the language
of poetry which is based first and foremost on the language of tension.

Secondly, this study presents an envisioning of fields and domains whose es-
sence is in fact based on contrariety, and thus this language is liable to dominate
textual voidness. Of these fields, mention has been made of topics such as elegy
in its different levels, both onindividuals, nations or peoples. Some of these to-
pics are connected with affections and emotions, especially forsaking. Others
are extremely contradictory as in the case of psyche, such as the crises that be-
fall nations and peoples, and great unexpected events whichhappen contrary to
all plans and expectations. The research also argues that the language of contra-
riety is not limited to the fields envisioned by the research.

The researcher has illustrated these fields by copious texts pertinent to var-
ious schools, ancient and modern, all of which are means of expression based
on the drama of tension.

Thirdly, the research is aimed at an applied study of a great number of texts
in the proposed fields. These applied illustrations have taken a great space be-
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