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Those who responded to the questionnaire have agreed that Al-Adwany
is the most celebrated contemporary poet in Kuwait and one of the best poets
in the Gulf area. Some of his poems have been translated to other languages.

When asked about other influences that might have interfered with their
views, those who responded to the questionnaire, have argued that they have
tried to give true and sincere responds supported by evidene.
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The results reached in his questionnaire indicate that his poem
“Shatahat ala al-tarik” is his best poetic work. Some of who responded to the
questionnaire have found it easy to recall some lines of that poem.

With regard to the poetic content, it has been found that two other
poems are particularly favored. One is “Madinat-al-amwat” (1964) and the
other one is “Min aghani al-rahil” (1979). The former was written seven
years before “‘Shatahat-ala-al-tarik” (1972) where as ‘““Aghani-al-rahil” was
written seven years later. It is possible to assume that neither of these two
poems added anything different to the theme of “Madinat-al-amwat”.

All this poems express a severe view and even condemnation of reality.
The poet obviously expresses his refusal of things around him and his could
be reason for his alienation in some cases and for his desire to fight
corruption in others.

*“Shatahat-ala-al-tarik” is particularly esteemed and this might explain
why it is his most famous poem to the degree what it has become easy for
others to recite some lines in the questionnaire. This poem has a unique and
obvious tempo. Besides, it adheres to the techniques of the meter and
rhythm of traditional Arabic poetry. That is obviously kept thought out its
one hundred lines. Such a length does not cause any digression either in style
or in content as it still maintains its contemlstive tone.

Another characteristic in his poetry is the noticeable presence of a Sufi
sheok, a quality that raises it above the impurities of everyday life.

On the other hand, his two other poems ‘“Madinat-al-amwat” and “Min
aghani al-rahil” reflect a desperate rebelling spirit while its thyme is rather
confused in a way that makes its lines difficult to remember. Perhaps, that is
why these two poems are alive only in anthologies rather than in the memory
of the public.

Another reason is that both poems are mainly satirical clealry geared
towards hitting particular targets. For example ‘“Madinat-al-amwat” is the
poet’s own city i.e. where he lives. The other poem ‘“Aghani al-rahil”
complements the first poem as it expresses his decision to depart and leave
that city. The theme in both poems shows that his main interest is the idea
and the concepts he conveys rather than the artistic skill.
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These responses have been duly recorded, studied and analyzed and
certain consuls have been reached.

These conclusions have been viewed in relation to similar conclusions
reached in number of other studies conducted recently about Al-Adwany as a
poet. The aim was to evaluate these conclusions to the degree they reach
similar or different views in their appreciation of Al-Adwany’s works. It
might also be significant to refer to the value of a response given by another
writer as compared to his own views previously expressed in what he wrote
before regarding the same point. There might be a difference related to the
situation in both cases. Would he maintain the same view he stated before
when he responds to a question or would it be the same in both cases?

When this study tends to compare such views it becomes possible to
reach other perspectives regarding the poet’s talent and characteristics as
viewed by his contemporaries.

It might also be noted that the questionnaire included some theoretical
aspects where as the actual questions regarding the poet’s intellectual
orientation and skill are limited to four questions. These questions focus on
the titles of his poems and their significance in relation the theme of each
poem. Another question is about the poet’s artistic qualities and a third deals
with evaluating the poet’s status in the Kuwaiti, Gulf and Arab literary
arena. A question focuses on the status of his poems and what is to be

considered his best poem and reasons of that choice and the way such a poem
is viewed by critics.

It seems that there is a common agreement on certain points such as that

of the close relationship between the poet’s job, social isolation, pattern of
behaviors and his poetic trends. The two groups addressed by the
questionnaire have obviously pointed out this fact.
It can be assumed that Al-Adwany’s poetry reflects his life in every aspect.
Many of those who responded to the questionnaire were mainly occupied by
stating this fact more than attempting to evaluate aspects of excellence in his
poetry. It seams that it has been assumed that his sincerity in self expression
is to be necessarily taken as his main credit and should be regarded as a proof
of his excellence.




Al-Adwany as seen by his contemporaries

ABSTRACT

This research is an attempt to investigate the characteristics of Ahmed
Mashary Al-Adwany, one of the outstanding Kuwaiti poets. The research
‘takes the form of a questionnaire that aims at revealing the artistic and
intellectual aspects of the poet as viewed by “certain” readers. The aim is to
evaluate the degree to which he has made a name for himscif.

Since ordinary people tend to respond negatively to such questionnaire,
this study is limited to well-selected group of people, i.e. specialized
individuals. All of them are poets or critics. Besides, the questions have been
written in a way that suits each category and in a manner that enables them to
express their view point towards that poet.

The limited number of responses in compensated by the fact that fhose
who have responded are highly regarded men of letters who have a keen
interest in poetry.

These responses, however, cannot be considered a proper evaluation of
this poet, but they may serve as an indication of views regarding the poet’s
talent, style and status.

It might be interesting to point out that some of those who responded
have their own studies and research about the same poet. This might be of
some significance regarding the answers they ggivve to particular questions
about a subject they are familiar with.

Six people have responded to the questionnaire are three poets and the
other three are critics. It might be assumed that this number is not enough for
such a study. This might be true in a sense. But again it is the great deal of
confidence in these writers views and their significance is all that counts.
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