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Byzantines and Fatimids Attitudes
Towards the Rise of the Suljuks Power in the Islamic Near East.
in the 5th Century A. H, 11th Century A.D.

Abstract

This paper deals with the rise of the Seljugs in central Asia and their ex-
pansion towards the South-West. The Abbasid caliphate asked the Seljugs
for assistance to rid it of the Buyid Shi’ ites’ influence. The Seljugs entered
Baghdad, year 447 A.H." 1055 A.D. and gained ligitmacy from the Abbasid
caliphate.

The Seljugs, then expanded their territories in Asia Minor on the ex-
pense of Byzantine empire and in the Sham region on the expense of the Fa-
timids. A confrontation between the three powers became inevitable. This
paper discusses the fatimid - Seljug Struggle on the ideological level be-
tween the sunnites and the Isma’ili Shi’ites, in addition to the intellectual
Struggle in the Sham region which ended by the Seljugs succeding in an-
nexing most parts of Sham which had been under the influence of the Fa-
timids of Egypt.

The Seljugs expansion into Asia Minor during the Reign of Alp-Arslan
was intercepted at the battle of Mantzikert year 1071 AD. ending in their vic-
tory and allowing them to annex Asia Minor to their empire to form what is
known as the Rum Seljuq State. In addition to describing the tripartite strife,
this paper also discuses the Byzantine-Fatimid rapprochement in the face of
the Common Seljuq threat and the failure in their communications due to the
longstanding enmity between them.

In conclusion, the reasons behind and the results of the Seljugs expan-
sion are discussed. The Byzantine empire approached the West for assistance
Paving the way for the birth of the Crusades and their expansion in the Sham
region at the expense of the three powers at the end of 11th century.
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