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First, the paper studies the liberties abdul-Fattah Sabri has taken with Gulliv-
er’s Travels. Sabri’s Arabic version of the book is given special attention since his
method of treating the original material has been copied, with some significant
variations, by the majority of the Arab translators who came after him, such as
K ami! K71l"ani, Mishal Abu Sa’ab, and others.

K amil K™l"ani’s and Mish al Abu Sa’ab’s Arabic versions of Guiliver’s
Travels are also subjected to a careful investigation because the liberties they
taken with Swift’s original book reveal dimensions of the problem of translating
not sufficiently apparent in Sabri’s version. Such un-Swiftian methods of express-
ion as florid, elaborate, and long-winded style, redundancy, resonant vocabulary,
hyperbolic imagery, and rhymed prose, are super-imposed on Swift’s text. Some
specific Arabic cultural and ideological echoes are also interpolated into Swift’s
text with the result that Gulliver is sometimes changed into a Muslim Arab minus
the turban.

The paper concludes with certain comments on the rather poor quality and
problematic conditions of the major of translation activities in the Arab world, and
with a call for rigorous reforms and measures that may produce highly qualified
translators and faithfully accurate translations. The conclusion also suggests a
tentative system that may, hopefully, promote efficient translating activities in the
Arab World.



Gulliver’s Travels in its Country of Origin
and in the Arab World: An Uneven Career.

ABSTRACT

This paper is addressed to Arab readers to whom Gulliver’s Travels has not
yet been properly introduced in an Arabic version.

The first part of the paper deals with the career of Gulliver’s Travels in Eng-
land since its publication in 1726 until the present time. Three stages are recog-
nised in the developments of the book’s career. A warm reception and a wide
circulation distinguish the first stage. The second stage (1752-1882) witnessed a
divided attitude and a double-edged tone towards the book and its author. The
first and second voyages of Gulliver received as much admiration as ever before,
but the third voyage was considered an artistic failure, the fourth a morally blas-
phemous obscenity, and the author, Jonathan Swift, a lunatic misanthrope. The
book and the author received more antagonistic criticism than enthusiastic adula-
tion. The third and current stage witnesses a favourable turn in the fortunes of the
book and of the reputation of Jonathan Swift. The book has been classified as one
of the great literary masterpieces of the world, and the Dean as a literary tiger in
the world of letters.

The severe judgements of the second stage had damaging effects on Gulliver’s
Travels. They gave licence to some editors and publishers to mutilate, distort and
abuse the book. Some published the first and second voyages of Gulliver and
ignored the third and fourth. Others abridged, purged, and changed the text. The
book was transformed into a nursery and children’s story of dwarfs and giants,
keeping the entertaining narrative thread of the book and ignoring its literary
acrobatics, rhetorical devices, satirical targets and its thematic concerns. In short,
Gulliver’s Travels was turned into an entertaining narrative commodity rather
than a thought-provoking, as well as a highly amusing literary work.

It seems that the first Arab translator of Gulliver’s Travels adopted the unfor-
tunate and misguided treatment of the book characteristic of the second stage. In
1909, Abdul-Fattah Sabri published the first Arabic Version of the book under the
titte of Rihlat Gulliver (Gulliver’s Travels). This version consists of only the story
of Gulliver’s Voyages to Lilliput and Broddingnag. In addition to ignoring the
third and fourth voyages of Gulliver, Sabn took many other serious liberties with
the form, text and content of the original Gulliver’s Travels.

The second part of this paper studies at length and in depth the fortunesof
Gulliver’s Travels at the hands of Arab translators.
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