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Official Documents

Parliamentary Papers, Great Britain

1892
1893

1895,

1895,
1896,

1897,

1898,

1898,

1898.

LXXIV - Papers relative to Slave Trade and Slavery in Zanzibar.
L.X1] - Reports on the Zanzibar Protectorate 1893.

LXXI - Reports on the Revenue and Administration of Zanzibar in
1894,

LXXI - Correspondance respecting Slavery in Zanzibar.

LIX - Correspondance respecting Slavery in the Zanzibar Domin-
1ons.
LXII - Abolition of the Legal Status of Slavery in Zanaibar and

Pemba.

LX - Report by Sir Hardinge on the Condition and Progress of the
East Africa Protectorate from its establishment to the 20th July
1897.

LX - Report by Vice-Consul O’Sullivan on the Island of Pemba,
1896-97.

LX - Correspondance respecting the Abolition of the legal Status of
Slavery in Zanzibar and Pemba.
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Mathuen Co. Ltd. 1978.

Christie, James. “‘Slavery in Zanzibar as it is in the East African Slave

Trade, Edited by E. Steere - London: Harrison 187].
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Zanzibar and Pemba. London: Headley Brothers, 1898.

Sheriff, Abdul. Slaves Spices Ivory in Zanzibar. Integration of East Afri-
can Commercial empire into the World - Economy 1770-1873.
Dares Salaam: Tunzania Publishing House, 1987.

Yo



é))ﬁ‘

(V) r-;) ok

Inclosure 3 in No. 1.

Extroct froom the Zanzibar ** Gazelte’ of April 7, 1597,

Decree dafed 1st of Zillwda, 1314, ¥

{Transhittion.)

FIROAT Sevvid Hamaud:bin-Mahomed- bin-Said to all his subjects:

“Whereas by Treaty conclnded. in 1290 hetween Her Alajesty the Queen
of* England and His le'hnc =s the late Seyvid Barghash, &c., the Importation
of slaves into the Isiands of Zawibar and Pemba was forbidden .md dcd‘ml
to hé illegal. LT

And whereas, owing to the lapse of years aud other. canzes, the number
of slaves legally nnpnrlcd and lield in fMese idlands has greatly duc’rcuxcfi. 0
that many cstates have wone out of cultivation.

‘And whereas the mcwnl gystem of slavery deters free labourers from
" coming to Qur islands to take the ylace of those who have, from death or
other canses, disappeared, to the detiment af agriculture and of Our subjects,
who are thns driven 1o Durrow money at b --h interest again=t the lLaw of
ilam “and their own wellare, both ot which are the olncchn! Our de eepest
solicitnde. .

..\nd whereas e \pm!l.. Mahomed (nnv (’od grant Tiim ‘.-'g“in--\ el
pc.uc ) has set u_(nn. us as most praiseworthy thé’ liberation of slaves, and We
are Ourselves desirons of following hh ]m_c«_pt. and of encouraging the
‘mtrmluclmn ‘of free lubour. ' )

- Awd whercas Qur iate predecessor. \cvvrd Ali,in the Deeree in which e
forbade for the tuture,the sale of slaves.or their transmission except hy direet
. inheritance, declared that SUb]ELt to (Tlc conditions stated in that Decree. all-
slaves ]'u\ful‘\ P(L\.S(%\CL] on that date by his subjects should remain with their
owners, aud_that “their status should e unchanged, so that it would not b
cquitable to deprive them of any rights enjoyed under th\t Decree withaui

awarding compensation to their prc\c'xt possessors.

“We therefore, having conxidered thix question most carctuliy in all i
aspeets, and having in view the Lenefiting of all classes of Qur faithial subiccts
have d(.c.dct., with the advice of Onr Firct Mirister, to promulzate. aad We da
hereby: promulteate the following Decree:—

‘-

P.P.LX1I. Inc. 3 in (No. 10 Extract from the Zanzibar «Gazette™ ol A pril 7, 1897, (d#)
PP 711-713.
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Article 1. From and after this st day of Zilka’da.’all claims of whatever
deseription made Lefore any Court or pubhc anthority in respect of the .11]0-rul
relations of masterand slave shail be referred'to the District Court (M Blemei-
cl-Wilaga; within whose jurisdiction tln\ way 'mse, :md shall he cognizable by
that Court aloue. .

Art. 2, From Ay after this lst day oi /\llnda the Disfrict Court shail
deciine to enforce any alleged rights over thel body, service, or property of any
person on the ground that “such person ix & slave, but wherever auy person shall
claim that he was lawfully pessessed of such rights, in accordmice .with the
Decrees of Our, prgdqce-sor=, before the pul)llcauon of the present Decree,
and has now, by the application of thie said Decree been deprived of them. and
has suflered loss by such deprivation, then the Court, uiiless satisficd that the
claim is unfounded, shall report to Our First \hmster that it deems the claimant
entitled, in (,on\xdcr.m(m .of the loss of such rizhts and dawmage resulting
therefrum to such ‘pecuniary- compensation as inay be a*just and reasonable
equnalent for their value; and Our Fhst \hmstc,r shall ‘then a\\.ml to him
sugh sun:. - N

Art. 3. The' compensation money thus m\nrded <h'111 not be lnole to be
claimed in respeet of any debt for which the pcrson of Ll'e slave fur whom 1t
was granted could not previously by law e seized..

) \rt 4. Auy persun whose right to freedom shn]l ha\c huu furm.t]h-
recognized under the 2nd Article shall be liable to any tax; abatement, corvée,
or payment in liew of corvée, which Our Government may at auy time bhere-
after see fit to iinpose an the acneral body of itssubjects; and shall be bound,
on pain of being declared a .vagrant, to show that he pussesses a. refrular.
domicile-and mcans of subsnstence, and where such domicile s situated on Tand
owned by any other person, to pay-to’the awner of:suchland such rent (which

-may take the form of an cqun:ﬂcnt in l.xbom or producc) as may ‘be agreed
upon bct\\ cen them before the District Court. | .

. Art. 5. Concubines shall be regarded - 1as -inmates of the- Harem in the
same sense s wives, and shall remain in their ‘present relations unless they
should demand their diséolution on the ground. of :cruelty, in which casc the
Bistrict Court shall zrant it if the- '\llc"cd cruclty has "be%n proved to ils
-satisfaction. - A concuhme not having borne children may bc xcdccmcd \uth
the sanction of the Court. . .

Art. 6. Any perzon making any clmm undcr any of l]u. provisious of this
Deeree shall have the rizht to amu.al from the dccmnn of the-District Court to
Qurselves, or to such Judge or other public author-t; as We may from’ time to
time sec fit to. delegate for the purpose. - .

Written by his order by his slave, Salim-bin-Mahomed.

(Signed 11 \\[O'( D- BIN-ML \[IO'\[T‘]) BIN. '\'I'll.
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Tnelosure +in No. J.

Extract from the Zauzibar Ga:ettc{” of April 7, 1S97.

5 Decree dated 20h of Shawal, 1314,
{T'ranslation.) .

WIEREAS it ix expedient to make:further ‘provision for the goad
zovernment of onr subjects in the interior of the Islands of Zanzibar and
1 ‘mln We hereby enact as Follows :—

The Tsland of Zanzibar is divided into the tlice following districts
(W 1.‘|}nt) which shall supersede all previous existing administrative > divisiois:

(1.) The district of Xokotoni, hounded on the north-west and cast Ly
the sea, and on the south by a straight line which, starting from a point on
the west coast half-a-mile to the south of Nnanjale, shall run to a point on
the cast const one mile to the north of the village of Pongwi.

(2.) The district. of Alwera, heunded to the north by the southern
Imumhl\ of the district of I\o]\0t0m on the south and west b\ the sea, aud
on the cast by a line which, \t'urm" in a northerly divection from Sungi Inlu,
shall cross the high road from Zanzibar to Clmfﬂ\n,a quarter of a- .nlh. to the
west of the village of Indijana and shall run in a straight line to the norih
till it mects the southern boundary of the district of Kokotoni.

(3.). The district of Chwaka, bounded on the north by the southeru
bowidary of the district of Kokotom on the east, south, and south-west by
the %ea, and on the west by the castern boundary of the dist.ict of Mwera.

Except where otherwise provided, all adjacent islands <i:d inlets shall be
hield to belong to the district to whose coast they are in closcst proximity.

2. The cm of Zauzibar, including Ngambo and the islands in Zanzibar
Larbour, is excluded from the ]unsdlctxoa of the Wali of Msera, whose powers
shall be excreised within it by our First Minister. .

3. We hereby place over cacli of the districts above mcntloned an Al
official who shall have the rank of W ali, and direct all Cadis, Aluda.s Sheikhs,
Hcadmcn, and other.local authorities thluu the Dboundaries of the district
assigned to him, to regard him as our representative,’and to exercise any
POWCLTS 1OW \estul in them, subject to his’ supel\lslon and dircetion. Al are
to obcv his orders.

The Walis shall form 'md constitute in cach of their dlstncts a Distuict
Court of summary jurisdiction, to be called the District Court, which shall
hencefortl be the chief Court of the district, but from which- an appeal shall
always lie to ourselves or to such Judge or pubhc authority as we may {rowm
time to time see fit to delegate.

YA



5. The powers of the present Walis in. Chaki-Chaki and Wetl, in our
Island of Pernba shall be identical with those ot the Walis hereby appointed
over the Island of Zanzibar.

6. The following arc appointed hereby Walis :—

For the district of Kokotoni, to x:cside at Kokotoui, Suleiman-bin-Hamid ;

for the distriet of Mwern, to reside at Mwera Bridge, Serhian-bin-Nasr; for
the district of Chwaka, {o reside.at Clwaka. Hilal-bin-Mahomed.
Written by lis order by his slave Salim-bin-Mahomed. X
(Signed) HAMOUD-RIN-MAITOMED-BIN-RATD.

P.P. 1897. LX11. Inc. 4 in (No. 1) Extract from the Zanzibar “Gazette"
of April 7. 1897. PP. 713-14.
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- Inclosure -+ in ;\_"o. 25, ¥ ...

Abolition of the Legal Status of Slacery.

Particulors of Case No. 107.

Name of Slave .. | .. Mistura.

‘Tribe of -Slpve -e. Yao. . :

Name of Master - .. .. Mahomed-bin-Mlomri. -

Tribe of Master .. .- A Comoro. -
Details.

MISTURA was acquired in time of Scyyid Burghash. Has.been working as a water-
girl, &c., in the house of an Indian, and giving her m&ster 5 rupees monthh. Daoes unot
want to work any longer for her master and claims her freedom.

Has large scars from small-pox on her sboulders’; scar from boil on left ankle; four
holcs in each ear. _A brown girl, strongz, and about 20 years of age.

Height, 4 feet 11 inches. - - o

_.Arm 17 inches. ° - -

Compensation awarded to master, 65 rupees.

Note.—Mistura is still working as servant to the Indlan. -

Zanzibar, June 25, 1597. - ”

P.P. 1898 LX. 4 in (No. 25) Abolition of the legal Status of Slavery. Par-
ticulars of Case No. 107. P. 625.
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from attaining their freedom. In fact, these restrictions transformed them
from being mere slaves into being semi slaves in the employ of the Arab
landlords. However, the socio-economic and political influence of the Arabs
gradually waved. That was exactly what the British aimed at and

subsequently achieved. Hence the British became the sole power in
Zanzibar.



The Abolition of the Legal Status of Slavery
in the Arab Sultanate of Zanzibar, 1987

Summary

The present study deals with the abolition of the legal status of slavery in
the Arab Sultanate of Zanzibar in 1897. It reviews the political, religious,
social and demographic factors which prompted Arthur Hardinge, the British
Consul General, to adopt the policy of abolishing slavery gradually.

To attain this end, he abolished the legal status of slavery instead of
abolishing slavery itself immediatly and comprehensivly.

The paper highlights the way the British Administration undermined the
socio economic standing of the Arabs in Zanzibar, without paying much
attention to the interests of the slaves. Meanwhile it strengthened its position
in the Zanzibari affairs, and secured its political and economic interests as
well as these of the foreign merchants and its Indian subjects.

The paper explains the circumstances which preceded the proclamation
of the slaves legal status decree in 1897 and shows how the British
Administration circulated the articles of the decree within a very limited circle
as that it would not become widely known. This was done in spite of the fact
that the issuing of the decree made a very important event.

The British Administration enlisted the co-operation of the Arab Walis by
giving them a leading role in the execution of the decree under the overall
supervision of British Commissioners oppointed for that purpose. Our study
underlines the aimes of the oppointment of the Arab Walis and the British
commissioners, whether these aims were religous, social and economic.

The paper expounds the three methods employed in abolishing slavery,
as well as the compensations and expenses incured. It also points out the
number of the slaves liberated, their groupings, their races and the social
classes of their masters. In doing so, we were able to distinguish the basic
differences between the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba.

Concluding, the paper demonstrates that the policy of the British
Administration succeded gradually in eleminating slavery, gave the slaves
certain rights and improved their position. Nevertheless, the restrictions
imposed by the Administration created obstacles that hinderd the slaves
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