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Anthropology does not merely apprehend
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Political Anthropology Critical Study of the
Trends and Approaches in Political
Anthropology

Abstract

This study presents a critical discussion of the five dominant approaches in
political anthropology: the genetic evolutionary approach, the structural-
functional approach, the dynamist approach, the processual approach and fi-
nally the political economy approach. Special focus is given to the examination
of the structural- functional and processual approaches as these have been
more widely utilized by political anthropologists.

An extensive critical reading of the literature has made it possible, firstly, to
identify the basic thecretical principles and tenants formulated by the ex-
ponentsof each approach during the last fifty years. Secondly, this discussion
maps out, within the limits of a single study, the broad historical, economico-
political backgrounds as well as the ideological implications which have af-
fected the theoretical and methodological formulations of each approach.
Thirdly, critical notes are presented assessing both the analytical strengths
and relevance contained within these approaches.

The objective of presenting theses various approaches in a historical con-
sequential form is to illustrate the nature and direction of intellectual dabate on
theoretical issues and models which have been developed over time in this an-
thropological subfield. In spite of the critical assessment directed at each of
these approaches, it should not be forgotten that each has made its distinct
contribution not only to the field of polictical anthtropology but also to other ar-
eas of anthropology and to the social sciences in general.
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