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AL-SHI°B ROUNDABOUT
NO LONGER EXISTS

Abstract

The study focuses on the analysis of statements involving
temporally modified denials of existence. The statement (I) **Ashshiib
roundabout no longer exists” is chosen as an example. The analysis
is carried out in two parts.

Part one deals with the guestion, whether **Ashshiib roundab-
out” functions as a name or a definite description in the chosen
statement. The discussion is carried out within the frame work of two
competing Philosophical traditions, namely; a - the theory of divect
reference & b - the descriptive theory.

This part begins with a preliminary discussion of the information -
content of the statement. Three arguments are used in support of
reducing the expression “‘Ashshiib roundabout’ to a definite descrip-
tion. The discussion concludes that the problem of, whether Ashshiib
is name of description, is logically independent from the problem
whether “exist” is a first level predicate.

The second part of the study deals with the problem of the
predicate “'exists’. The discussion is carried within the framework of
recent Philosophical literature, for and against, existence as a first
level predicate. The first position is identified with Parsons and Miller,
and the second position is identified with Frege, and Russell as an
extension of Kant’s rejection of “‘exists’’ as a first level predicate.

Armstrong’s arguments against negative properties, are used to
prove that the statement: “Existence is a first-level predicate”’, does
not imply the statement: “"Non-Existence is a first-level predicate. it is
indicated that this position prevents the negative implications of
“Plato’s beard’’. The analysis of (I) Ashshiib roundabout no longer
exists is carried out by the complex statement:
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