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“Plato and Woman”’

Abstract

This paper deals with “Plato and Woman'’; it is divided
into 3 parts as follows:
(1) Woman in Greek Society

a) Woman in Heroic Age

b) Woman in Classical Age
(2) Plato and Woman

a) Woman in ““The Republic”

b) Woman in *“The Laws”
(3) Platonic Love and Woman

a) Homosexuality

b) Plato and Homosexuality

The Greeks looked at the relations between sexes from
a point of view utterly strange to us in 20 century. There was
a tradition of misogymy in both Heroic & Classical age.

The most important factor influencing Greek philosophy
conceptions of women has been the view that each of it held
concerning the family. They have regarded the family as a
natural and necessary institution, and defined women by their
sexual, procreative and child-rearing functions within Plato
knew from his own observation that there is no such fixed
quality as female human nature.

In the ‘Republic’, because the abolition of property and
the family for the guardian class entails the abolition woman
traditional sphere, the natural difference between the sexes is
reduced to that of their roles in procreation. The nature of
women of this class is declared to be the same as that of the
men, they are to be identical.
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