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Banu Slayman, Rulers of al-Mikhlaf
al-Sulaymani, and their Relations with their
Neighbours.

(After 393 A.H./1002-3 A.D. - 626 A.H./1228-9 A.D.)

This research deals with one period of the rule of the
Sulaymanid Sharifs in a region located in the South-west of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and North of Yemen. In the
past this region was known by the name al-Mikhlaf al-
Sulaymani in reference to Sulayman bin Taraf al-Hakami,
one of the first rulers of al-Mikhlaf. The largest portion of this
area comprises now the region of Jazan. The Sulaymanids
first infiltrated the area as settlers and by the 15th century
AH. (11th AD.) they become independent and ruled for
more than two centuries. This period withessed repeated
strife and unrest both internally and externally. Such cir-
cumstances eventually led to the deminance of the Ayyubids
in Yemen.

The relations of this family with their neighbours were
variable, while they had good relations with their neighbours
and allied Banu Najah in Zabid, they maintained the oppo-
site with the Sulayhids in San’a’ and Banu Mahdi in Zabid.
Relations with the Zaydi Imams in S°adah and Najd of Ye-
men were less hostile but unstable as it rests on the attitude
of Banu Sulayman towads the Ayyubids Kigs in the region.

The research also corrects, in a critical manner, some
historical mistakes made by historians and modern resear-
chers concerning the genealogy of Banu Sulayman their first
appearance, extension of their political influence in al-Mikh-
laf and Hijaz and finally their eventual decline.
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