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energy and attention to the strengthening of (al-thugur). Then
there were other families who played an active part in the rebuild-
ing of many towns, recruiting men to (al-thugur) and taking part in
the raids on the Byzantines. The payment of the troops in (al-
thugur) was handled in two ways by paying them salaries and
giving them plots of land.

The raids were lauched from the Muslim bases through the
Taurus passes and were largely conducted by local leaders.
There were periods of large scale incursions conducted by the
Caliphs or their representatives. The object of these raids was
al-Jihad. To an extent, the raids had a ritual function and were
important for internal propaganda.

Finally, this paper gives a brief outline of the social life of
both the Byzantines and the Muslim in the borderlands. But it is
clear that what is required above all is a detailed archeological
survey of the area, for only this can give us a clearer impression
of the front line of both Islamic and Byzantine worlds.
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BYZNTINE-ISLAMIC FRONTIER
AND ITS MILITARY ORGANISATION

ABSTRACT

This paper deals with the Byzantine-Islamic frontier and the
nature of Byzantine-Muslim contacts in the borderlands during
the reign of the Umayyads and the early Abbasids. The proximity
of the two powers made their confrontation inevitable. The regu-
lar, large-scale attacks of the Muslims, together with the in-
numerable smaller raids in the 7th and 8th centuries contributed
to a progressive worsening of a military situation and forced
Byzantium to adapt a defensive policy. This reflected in the
withdrawal of the Byzantine military divisions from the east and
the dispersal of its units over wide areas in Asia Minor, which led
to the establishment of a military by provincial governments and
the organisation of Asia Minor into “‘themes’’.

The replacement of the Umayyad by the Abbaid Caliphate
was more than a simple change of dynasty. We should note a
change in the Muslim attacking strategy against the Byzantines.
The Muslim forces now began to concentrate on establishing a
defensive border and protecting the territory which lay behind.
The frontier areas (al-thugur) were developed into an organised
and sophisticated military system. The fotified towns of (althu-
gur) were created to serve a military system purpose but they
soon came to have an economic role both as local market towns
and as entrepots for trade with the Byzantines.

The leaders of Muslim activity on the frontiers included
some of the most eminent men in the Caliphate. Most of the
Caliphs between al-Mansur and al-Ma’mun took an interest in
the affairs of the frontier provinces and devoted a great deal of
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