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the territories and to establish military regimes encouraging feudal-
ism.

The investigation research has proved the dominance of military
feudalism in the entire Islamic world since the middle of the 5th Hijri
century. This military feudalism had many of the characteristics of the
European federal feudalism but it also had many special traits. Most
important of these was that feudalism involved the collection of
money in the system known as the system of ‘obligation’ or
‘guarantee’. Also, there existed other civil forms allowing ‘beneficial’
or ‘exploitational’ feudalism besides the military feudalism which was
characterised by the feudalist having all the rights to ownership.

Finally, the investigation (research) has proved that there existed
some differences in the domination of the feudalist characteristic
features between one Islamic region and another, although such
differences did not change the main traits of Islamic feudalism. Such
main traits are evidence that it had historically existed; and such
existence was a true indicator of the political and cultural decline of
the Islamic world since the middle of the 5th Hijri century.
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Feudalism In the Islamic worid
(between the middle of the 5th Hijri century
to the end of the 10th Hijri century)
Historical Reality versus Theoretical Dialectic

Abstract

Researchers disagree on whether feudalism was known in the
middle period of Islam. This is mainly due to the fact that during that
period the Islamic world extended over a large area, and also the
period itself extended over several centuries. Apart from that,
different patterns of production were interlocking together to the
extent of making it difficult to separate the dominant from the marginal
ones. Also, there was a big difference between what was officially
recorded in the Sultans’ book of decrees, statutes and Figh and their
practical application.

Finally, there is the mistake made by modern researchers in
comparing Islamic feudalism with European feudalism.

In the face of such a problem it was inevitable to carry out an
inductive investigation to historically survey the period thoroughly in
order to be able to reach an accurate conclusion.

The investigation proved the existence of feudalism throughout the
first four Hijri centuries, although it was a marginal existence. it also
proved that it was well established and became dominant in the
islamic world since the middle of the 5th Hijri century and up to the
early modern period.

There were two main reasons for this:

First: The Islamic world lost its resources from international trade due
to the domination of foreign powers over the seas. The Muslims lost
their role as mediators in the international trade route to these
powers. This led to the deterioration of the bourgeoisie and prepared
the way for feudal dominance.

Second: The lIslamic world was plighted with a wave of bedouin
groups coming from the far ends to dominate the heart and centre of
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