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Oil Production and Urbanization in Kuwait
(an urban study)

Abstract

The production of oil in Kuwait sharply drew the discontinuities
between two phases in its history: underdeveloped and developed. It
created a climate conducive to profound and crucial growth as well as
multifaceted expansion. Urban development, though a worldwide
phenomenon, has its particular character in Kuwait because of the
rapid growth patterns paralleled only in very few countries. This study
aims to define the extent of correlation between variables of oil
revenue and urban development during the past four decades. a
corollary to this is the attempt to identify the scale of urbanization.
One of the results established by the study is that there is a strong
nexus between oil price buoyancy and urbanizationn during the past
four decades. This relationship reached its optimal score in the 1970s
(the heyday of progress) as a result of skyrocketing oil revenues.
However in the decade that followed (1980s) the relationship declined
perceptibly as oil production receded from the earlier rise, which in
turn had repercussions for urbanization towards the end of the
decade. In short, the main impetus that underlies change and
urbanization in Kuwait in the last four decades is attributable to a
purely economic determinant, namely oil production and its revenue.
Without oil, urban development, or what may be termed urban
explosion, would never have occurred.
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