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Substitutional Theory of metaphor

Abstract

This paper deals with the substitutional Theory of metaphor, which

emphasizes that metaphor is a linguistic relationship based on com-
parison. 1t is different from the simile, however, in that it depends on
substitution, (transfer) between the fixed meaning and different words.

Thus, the cornerstones and the substitution theory can be

summarized in the following points:

1 -
2.
3 -

Metaphor is only related to one word, regardless of the context.
Each word can have two meanings; literal and metaphorical.

Metaphor is made when literal word is substituted by a metaphor-
ical one.

This substitution is based on the real or imaginary comparative
relationship.

The paper, then, attempted to explain the main principles as other

theories; Interactional, contextual and intuitive, and to note the differ-
ences between these theories on the one hand, and between them and
the substitutional theory on the other.

Finally, the paper discussed Searle’s view of metaphor, in which

he defuted the substitutional theory, and tried to lay down some princi-
ples to help in the understanding of metaphor.
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