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Behaviourist approach in the light of modern schools
and tendencies in linguistics

Abstract

The influence of behaviourism has been most marked in the work of the
American linguist Leonard Bloomfield. It can be seen in Bloomfield's
insistence on rigorous discovery procedures and most notably in his
behaviourist account of meaning in terms of observable stimuli and
response made by participants in specific situations. The limitations of
behaviourist accounts of language especially that associated with the work
of the American psychologist Burrhus Frederic Skinner were criticised by
Noam Chomsky in the late 1950s. Against behaviourism Chomsky made a
new theory of language structure. His theory, known as transformational
generative grammar, revolutionised work in linguistics in 1957, with the
publication of his monograph Syntactic Structures. Later, his major
publications on technical linguistic topics included Current Issues in
Linguistic Theory (1964) and Aspects of the Theory of Syntax (1965).
The latter publication introduced a new direction into generative theory.
Transformational grammar has interested psychologists in the first place;
they carried out many psychological experiments stimulated by Chomsky’s
theory. This experiments failed to find an exact one-to-one correspondence
between complexity of transformations and performance, owing to the effect
of other factors handled by the research. These efforts founded a new
branch of linguistics known as psycholinguistics which studies the correla-
tion between linguistic behaviour and the psychological processes thought
to underlie that behaviour. Current approaches in Psycholinguistics in turn
shows the limitations of behaviourist accounts of language.
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