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CO 727 5 XP 5481 Memorandum No. 97. S, Oit COM Gession, From Political (£v)
Agency, Kuwait to the Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushire,
dated 25th June 1923.
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P.0.371/1637 Political Agent, Kuwait to Honourable the Political Resident in the (0 V)

Persion Gulf, Dated the 27th April 1933.
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F.Q. 371/16922 British Residency to A.G.G. Parkinson. G.D. 23rd April 1932. (0 ¢)
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Co 727, XP 5481 Telegram R. From Resident Bushire, to political Agent Kuwait, (0 1)
No. 690 dated 7th July 1923.

CO 727, 5, XP 5481, Telegram R From Resident Bushire, to Political. Kuwait, (oVv)
Agent No 690, dated 7th July 1923.
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28th June 1923.
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kuwait Oil Company, 17th Dec. 1934.
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F.O. 371/17910 Translation of letter, from Pol. Agent in Kuwait to sheikh (14+)
Ahmnad Al Sabal G.L.E. Ruler of Kuwait, 14 Dec 1934.

F.0.371/1780 Transiation of letter No. R4th 1864 dated 9th Ranthan 1353 16th (14 1)
Dex. 1934, From. H.E Sheikh Ahmad Al Jaber to Politcal Agent Kuwait.
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1933. about oil activities of Major Holmes.
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No.,ZQ? -5 of 1923. ) “
British Residency and Consulate-~Gsnersl,
;o7 'Bughire, 20th June 1923.

My Lord Duke,
* In the Secretary of State for India's telegram
o. 1846 of the 18tH Mey 1323 I was infarmed that His Mej~
‘esty's Government wished me t0 endeavour t0 gecure from they
" Shaikh of Kuwalt g definite undertaking that he would give
no oil ooncesgion 1o any other company than the D'Arocy
,Exploration Company to which His Majestiy's Government inte.
‘ed to give preference over all other interests .in Kuwailt .

I now have the honour to forward to Your Grece a
copy of a draft agreement which was submitted to the Shaikh
of Kuwalt by 8ir Arnold wilson with my approvaly and & min-,
ute 91" & oonversation on the subject of that d&raft betwean;f
Sir Arnold Wilson end the Shalkh at Kuwalt on the 2nd June, .
last . e

The draft whtch was.presented tc the Shs .h diffl;l
conslderably, Your Grace will vo‘ﬁserve, from the geparate :
agreements 1 was originally directed to help the Company te,
negotiate; and prinoipally in this thet whereas the preaeng‘
draft includes in ame doocument exploration license, prz:'bs- :

pecting license and & definite leese for sixty years, my -

instruotions were merely to encourage the conslusion of the,
first two, and ag to the third, to confine myself to obtainé
ing "en agreement to aign" ultimetely Buch a lease. The *

'
i




only object of thet 'sgreement' being obtained now was appes
ently t0 safeguard the Anglo Persian 0il Compeny in the -
matter of profite which the ‘Sheikh might endesvour to ror&f_‘
up later on in the event of oil being found in abundanoe-'““

T

3|
and it was no qoubt the intention of His Majesty's Governn .é
. . ;. l

to leave over far gubseguent consideration the other points
whioh might remain. But they ap;arently did not contemplate,
the drawing up now of an exploitation'lease in its final
form. _ .

The positian hes, however, maeterially altered
8ince these instruotions were oonveyed o me last November.
The gppearance in the field of the Eastern and Genersl Syn~
dioaté a8 gn energetic and open rival of the Anglo Fersian
cll Compan& in Arabia was a new fagtor in the situation wiioch
onqouraged the Shaikhs to play off one party against the
other La.nd generally undermined the pesition of the Anglo
Persian 011 Company . ' Sir Arnold Wilson’s desire in the ‘
oiroumstanoes to. get the position of his Bampany defined
‘onoe §nd ror all, and without more delay, seemed to me
entiréiy'reasonable. In face of Major Holﬁes' aotive
methaa;, it did not gseem t0 me to be a time for proorastin- H
ation and I velieved tlat it would aooord with the views
of His Maaeaty 8 Government that I ghould interpret as 1Lt—.~
erally as possible my obligation to assist tha Anglo Persian
011 Company while safeguarding at the sgmme time the shaikh'
intereste. But in order to'give His Majesty's Govaznment ;
freedom t0 gtep in and amend, 1f the thought fit, any olause’
whate&er throughout the whole agreement, I stipulated for

the insertion of olause 18 of the draft to which I venture

VY4
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to invite your Grace's particular ettention. gir Arnold
wilson very willingly fell in with my views.

The opinion which Sir arnold Wilson and 1 both
formed of the daméging neture of Mesjor Holmea' aotivities,
was sup;orted by the exoeedingly coutious attitude taken up
by the Shaikh when we visited him at Kuwait recently. 1
had 1t .from Major More that in Meroh last the Shalkh was
ready enough to enter into a binding lease with the anglo
persian 011 Company end was merely disposed toc o&vil at one
or two minor points in that Company's proposals. Heé now

showed

the nattor with all nonsible snocd, ha would beg of Clr
Arnold not to urso unon him to hnhaten o dosclsion. "I wiii
not malte any contract with any Conmpany coxcept the one
pregldod over by you, ond of fhig yvou may rest assurod”.

Ho Wadded that thors wore rony medifications for him to‘:'t\;ug-
gclst; tHat ho would rand one articlo of the agrecnent aft;}r‘
anothrnr, rcurgest such alterations &5 nay be required by ‘u-:;,
intorcats of his covntry ~ud aubnit such n-w erticles sg

he may deom ite.

Sir A,T.¥ilson inculrce if the Shalkh Aoould think of

digeusaing wny of itho orticles in thig monting, so-that
T thone nrovisions on whish Toth wariics agread may be known
and”those ovor i ich thoew Slgarread rov be regerved for
future discussion.

Tiic shnikh rejoined by =oirg:

tiat 1t would eurely take

gonotine Yo do go and thot he woeul™ » rucadt Tor on anple

rconlte Lo coliboy

[N Sy Ap

Terent noliYne  "Dob

T o111 creu™, ho or mivrked, "ot T o sholl not cuicr L-to
© ? ?

Y



wilaUlad4oubiga

anoagreenont it sy ovhor Conmiair ot theut e Anforme-

tLion."

iy LT iloon nn'r o8

bo o sivn ba e In el lage D il moidad va g e

T oodiwve o e oword off oo

contrict wivh any Crrpray i Uout

J

sordt Ly Theme hiig oword ©ogiva oyou in

o tho trmo ous

o e n

vicw ol t

ally, 2s I hove rognrdad rov oo ny fathisr over oavon rore."

Vhile thanking +the Shallh Cor the 2hove rosurance, Sir

LeTeVilnon relterated ” °  voork with roference to his

departurs, and stated w.o.. Iilg “urvose in inviting the

Sriondayiip ns o rosoet Tovitrtodin Tor orou T‘"'?‘Sonc‘g

Shaillh to liscuss muich of the forms ng ho could wos to aveldy

o further visit by him *to wwedt, oo e, gir Uilson, had to |
- I

prooeed to Bupghidad nnd perhaps to Tohran and that ho did not;’:

prosume that 1t would be convonient for him to vislt Kuwalt

acaine

J

T 10 Shaivh obgorved that ho wap awaro ol the faot t.hat&lﬂ

Jthat Sir Wilson woe verr buasy b L artast bt ra, Put

that tho chaiih hinend

o

b viscitine Bogreah in n

Tew days, sty o lortriipht, oo et T b e oy o mortiniie o

discussing the ottt v with Sir L oo 4

T, Padlise

he wotld no Aoubt r-I 'r Lo th> » w0 5iye oty

Govorm:ont ot lawvnite  "but You o1 et inwe the 1rat

doubt,™ he Bdded, "thot T U311 nnt ut e intg ANV erot-
ment whatever wilth oo Covs iy cserrt the o ofwheh veu
are tho hoad, without.inlamiiig e

Slr VWiloon ommlninod te the 70

AR



made by him te artis®e 10 ol T promones Sepace st . T
shalkh anpcarcd 5o D mlowcod wich 4he s -~ ord observed
e 4 L nove ol Cor Ble. Iinoroeens oo tir f,T,.01150n
s o.r ... Lo o7 wisitiea Baoenh ord mecting Sir o Misen

& . ... T sy a2 he ermhnglead cenin thot it owas not
advigalle to disoeurs fhe ~opiivio = S e o

Lo e i ol

without duo m-ita

MINUTE of a nmcceting botween Gir AT, ilson, and
Shailh Ahnad cl=Jabor ag-3abah, Rulcer of luwalt, oprtﬁé 2nd
June 1970.

i Tl

Sir SWTel/iloon nakcd Lho chalkh 1f he hnd had
time to neruso tho draft of nronosod agroemont betweenwthg
Shalkh and thoe D'Arcy N:ploration €o and to offer quch re~
nmarks a8 he miy hovee.

Tho Shaikh reoplicd in the affirmative, adding that
he will hnve to nako mony obsaorvatlons and suggrstlions for
nodificrtlong. He rointod out that, gocing that t@e agroc-
rmient a0 fcctnd the vital interegts of hia country and of
itg neorle, it would o wnfodlr for “im to expedlte thé con=-
clugion thorceSf wvilithiout due consid-ration and consultatlone
He weuld, on the othor hnand, ba doing an injustloo to the
Company 1T he rcjectod cny of thelr proposels off—héndg
furthnrmorc, he would bo guilty of telling the GOmpﬁnf an
hntrvth if he nromlsed to undertolke anything thchvwag
begord his now r to norforme "Thig affair ic of a com-
mercicl nature”, he went on *o scv, "and it noods considor=
atle & liberaficn in or o ‘hat M1 dvgilce may be done

- . ER
wooowT e e licg e

'Y



Siv LWTeWilson stotcd tact, in vicw ol hig f;lendqhin

for tho Shallth end hig lovalty to Hie U0icsty's Govern-

ment, he would in no wisc attempt to force the Shaikh's ”N
CIL L

hands by bringing tho least prossure to beer upon him, and
-

that thoe latter could conslder the agrconont with due E:arg.-

1

71 mox had Blrecady wired for a ship for hiu voyo.ge

e \

and intended leoving uwalt on onday nicht .'Lf‘tcr‘ diningf,
at tho shaith's pdlaco; ond Sir L.T.Wiluon would prolong).-'
hig stay ot ttuwalt t111 Thursdny and lecvo thoe place by ~;‘

Ty z.%

tha Olow 1711 1f the ghnilh weg ingl ined to think tha,t
-l

it would bo vosaiblo for binm to digcuss the tema ‘by" )

that tinece I tho

Resilent. &

i
showed .a gJedermined disinolination to cammit himself in any .
way bcyond giving verbally, and in satisfaoctorily clear tu-n-'i

the required essurance that he would not enter into a oonoun—é
.Yith any ot.hor Compnay than the Anglo Persian 01l Compsny.

i

This assurance whioh he gave to Sir Arnold wilsom in th. oour.

pcreuono’: of the Political Agent ‘on, thg.rollowing day, ond 1':

‘:?urauy :mpmtio 1anguage. :

- 4 I understand that, for their part, the Anglo Pe .
011 Company are in no hurry to exploit the Shalkh's tu’ritqry‘"
their chief enxiety wes to be certain that no other puﬁ IS -
would be able to obtain a footing there. In thie they have ’-
succeeded ; and although he would have preferred that the 1‘: ,
should have .een ..ocepted by the Shaikh; gir Arnold wilson

. @Xpresse e »iv satisfaectian at the present stage whioh . ‘;\'

\YY



the negotatlions have reached. I ar not without hope that .
with the disappearance from the scenes of Majar Holmes, '—&EN}

after he has taken counsel with the Shaikh of Mohammerah, the!
Shaikh of Kuwalt will exrive at g satisfactory understanding ;
with the Anglo Persian 01l Company. <
I still awelt the despatoh‘n'om the Secretary of ‘b
State ror India promised in his telegrem 1846 of May 18th, %
which i8 t0 gonvey to me the sedditions to the texrms of the

b

Kuwalt Conocession I was8 origlnally direocted to prooure. I

)

hope that these will not oonflict with the terms of the drart
lease which I have alreudy offered to the Shalkh, and that
Your Grace will aggree that in the present olrcumstances, 1:‘;;'
the two parties wish to come to terms, it 18 advisable that ;-
any agreement gighed now should pe in the form of a final qu
conclusive lease. -
I have the honowr to bve, «‘
with the highest reapoct. ",

Yaur Qrace's most obedient,
humble servabt,

Li.ub-colv
Politioal Resident in the Persian Quilf end #
fi8 Majesty's Consul-General far Fars, otcf ;

(e

the Duke of Devonshire, X.G.
G.C.M.@., . L,.J.'_:., ’

\Ye



olaUlidS caldga

R.
Political , Kuwait.

Reaident, Bushire.

Uejor llolmes arrivedJun? 15th and 1s Jeaving
*Q' taited Kingiom down olow nail.

Hore.

No.’.;“—s of 1,23.
18t July 1253.
Coyy by post (0 fecretlary ot State for the

f#ianies . Loncon, tor information.

Ry order,

/‘*"//’ Capt .,
Under fecretary to t:e Political

Resident in the rersian Guilf.

VYo



AGREEMENT BETWEEN Shalkh Ahmad sl Jabor as-- Subah, C.1.E.,
Ruler of Kuwalt and Dependencies, of the one partv, herein-
after called "the Shalkh", and the D'Aroy Exploration Com~
pany Limited, of the other part, hereinafter called "the

Campany" .

Axrticle 1.

The Shaikh grants to the Company by these presentsj
a gpecial exclusive privilege under the conditions set rforth,
below L0 earch for natural gas, petrolauﬁz, esphalte, and
ozokerite .hroughout the wiole extent of the territories

under his control for a .. !  of siaty years from the date

of this agreement.

Article 2.
The Shalkh grants in the first place to the anpaa;fy

an Exploration License for & period of two yeare covering theg

whole extent of his territories. The License ia subject to’,;

extension far a £ ~ther period of two years on the Compeny

showing to the satisfactian of the Shaikh acting on the

advice of the Political Resident in the pPersilan Gulf that -

such extension is justified.

aArviole 3-

The Shalkh herevy grants ofiter the expiry of the
above-mentioned period of two years or any extension ar re~
newal thereof a prospecting liocense far a further period of .
two years over areas to be Belected by the Company with the

A



approval of the Shaikh and with the cognisance of the Poliuﬂ
al Resident in t.e Persian Guilf.

L Artiole 4.
Ce Ab the expiration of the prospecting .license the

- Shatkh;,

Shaikh hereby grants 0 the Campany & Nining Lease over an

aggregate ares not exceeding 100,000 ackes divided into not
mare than three blocks. o

Article 5.

In virtus of the above-mentioned Mining Lease the
Company shall have the exclusive right to prospect and dril)
for, extraoct, treat, refine, manufacture, transport and dod.#
with petroleum producte, naphta, natural gases, tar, asphal‘
ozokerite and other bituminous materials and for water gndt‘;

13
"

meiw- all investigatlons necessary :for'the purpose '.or thetr

‘business-in any part of the saild territories and shall }:m.vo;%F

N

the exoclusive right to construct and operate pipe-iines,.

B

fallways, refineries, storage—tenks, wharves and jettlies,
and to oonstruot and ereot tramways, roads, bulldings, mach

Yhery, telegrapn up aratus of al. kiads in wiy part of the ‘

Wald t~o . .3 Bu ftT ek &y no ecess T far vhe purpose
' ‘0 thelr bw nes.. 3 ;
Yo pede 9

: - The Company shall have the right to collect and #

' Tuhé free enywhere in the Shaikh's territory, stone, gypam,f‘_‘
@dlt, sulphur, clay, wood and water, whether from rivers ar
P spfings for the purpose of their work.

The selection of routes and sites for such work

VYWY



{and the course of the pipeline shall rest with the Company.

ba XD 3
(PR 1S v

" Article 6.

Ty 411 lands whatever rejulred by the Campany for tho'.
purpose of thelr preliminary exploration for oil 1nol\ﬂin8‘ LH
igL. or w.y natural aprings of ... : .. thae sald terr <leg
frogotas: +ith an adejuate sup,ly of water go far as avalle -

‘*dble shall be granted by the Shalkh to the Company free of v
Goharge ‘end without let or hinderance from any of their
- relatives or dependents cr ... of thelr trivesrem ab thiyrd -

oF

'f"pzbrtios*: . And it 18 herst. -grsed that in cawideratian ofy.
S E

Pawis e T L . . k : ‘t'h.’ij,
!
the sums to0 paid to the Snalkh laid down in artiole 12, .any
claim for compensation, reward or subsidy put forward by a -,
third party in respect of such land or of the services %0 ..
be rendered to the Company by the Shaikh shalbl be met by the
sald Shalkh or his helrs and successors and that under no
circ mstances shall the Company be made to pay ocompensatian

for the same .

Article 7.

~he Shaikh grants gratultously to.the Company.all
unoultivated lands belénging to him which may be needed by
the Lampany for thelr operations.

In lands s0 granted the Campany shall for. t+he pex-—
iod of their agreement enjoy full proprietary righte..

The Sha kh glso recognisef that the Company has
the right to acquire all and any other lands and pulldings
necessary for the sald purpose with the ocnsent of propriet—

YA



ors on Buch couditions a8 may be arranged between the Came
pany and the gailid proprietors without their being allowed to
make demands of a nature to surcharge the prbves ordinarily
ocurrent for lands end bulldings situated in ther respeotive
localities.

At the mgpliby of the ggreement the ground and all
immoveable property left by the Company should ve handed
back to the Shayikh.

‘Article 8.

All lands granved by this agreement to the Com~ .
pany ar that may bve aoquired by the Campaeny in the menner
provided for in articles 3 & 4 Of this agreement, as also -
all produ ts exported shall be free of gll imposts and:taxes’
during the tenure of the present oonoession.

All material and gpparatus of every kind ‘hecessary
far the exploratian, working and devo]{p'ament of the depasit

and rfor the constructlion end development of the gipelines .

e,

including also all the works specified in the rirst para-

MR N e -

graph of artiocle 2, hereof, and including the reasanable
personal requirementis of employees and of office rejuire.ents
shall enter the sald territories free of all taxes and
custam house duties ror a period of ten years from the

commencement of the Mining Lease mentioned in artiocle 4.

Article .
The Shaikh undertakes to give all the protection

in his power to the Company and to their ataff and labourers

in eny part of his terribory from thefts, highway robbvery,

assault, etc.

174



Similarly the Shalkh undertakes to protect xhse all
the property of the Company and of its employees which may
be exposed to wilful damage or to pos-ible loss by theft.

1f the Company‘s work 18 delayed by such events as

are mentioned in this artivle, then the period of guch delay
shall be added to the periods of the exploration or prOBpect—i
ing licenses or to the period for which the royalty menticned
in article 12 is to hold good, as the case may be, and the
- xed £ent of &, 306,00C should not be payable in rearpect of

the preriod of such delay.

article 10.

For the above purpose it 1s agreed thait the Come

reliavle
trustworthy guards under a/man of good family whose _._° and

pany in communication with the Shaikh shall eppolint permanen{

v

that of the guards shall ve  .vided by the Company and who \

shell remain the.+ aummer and winter.

1f in gpite of the efforts of the saild guards

T v ea oy b

thefts should occur, the Shalkh undertakes tc ., sovei the
property stolen and to compensate the Company for any damagef
sustained in his territoby. 1n the event of non-recavery §
of the stolen propeéerty, the value thereof shall be deducted . s

s

by the Company from any sums due to the Shaikh by the Compar;

The number of guards at any pleoce where the Company
may operate shall be fixed by the Company. '
It ghall be the dguty of the ebove-mentioned head

of the guard to keep order in the sreas in his charge to such

extert a8 the Company mey order him; he shall have no right

to interfere in any dispute among the Company's servants

unless aBked by the Company 10 do 80.

AR



wlaUlads g

Article 11.

In case of mlsconduct,the sald guards are subjeot to
dismissal or fine by the Company. In the event of any heavie;
punishment veing needed, the offender ghall be handed over to v
the representative of the Shalkh, and the Shaikh undertakes
that punishment ghall be inflicked and tao use his ytmoat
endeavours to uphold the authority of the Company's .mployeea,,
thereby avoiding unnecessary troubles to poth parties of thi.J

contracd.

Articl

2.

Should the Company succeed in finding oll in ocommer-
clally exploitable gquantities, they agree to pay half yearly ;
to the Shaikh a royalty of s 3.8.0. per ton of net crude oil
got and saved (1.e. after deducting water and rforeign sub-
stances ,and oll rejulred for the customary operations of the
Compeny's installations in the Shaikh's territories).

This rote of ropalty to be subject to revision by
mutual agreement at the end of ten years' payment and in
default of cgreement elther party shall have the right to
demand that the gquestion at issue shall be submitted to

arbitration a8 provided in erticle 17.

Article 13.
Subject to the "delay" exceptlion mentioned in
erticle ', the Company hereby underteake that the amomnt

received




recélved by the Shalkh 1in reapect of royaltles ghall not

be less than # 30,000 in any completed celendar year in
whioh the Company continues work, beglnning with the year
after the date aon which the Company shall have declared that
oil hes been found 1in comrerciaelly exploltaeble guantities,
In the event of the Shaikh, acting under the advice of the
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, disputing the Com—
pany's decision a8 to the commercial explgoitation, the
Company hereby undertakes its readiness to gubmit the matter
-to arbitratian a8 provided in artiole 17,

Artiole 14.

Within one month of the signature of the agreement,
the Campany shall pay to the Shalkh the sum of & 10,000 in
conslderation of the assistance and protection to be gfforded
to thelr employeesy and on the grant of a prospecting lic=-
ense under article 3, the Company shall pay to the Shalkh g
further single sum of f 10,000. With the exoceptian of tﬂiaw
two‘sums, they shall not be llavle t0 pey any further sumi
to the Shalkh except as provided above after the oll ham
been found. ‘

article 19).
In A the efent of the Company falling to discover
okl in sufficlent guantity they shall hav +the right tc
8top work at thelr option and the Shaikh ghall have no olaim
t0 any payment or compensation.
Similarly in the event of the Company rfeillng to
conform t0 the terms of this agreement, the §haikh eoting .

on the advioce of the Politiocal Resident has the right to




terminatq%ho agreement, provided thet in defeault of agree-
ment on this gquestion either party shall have the right to
demand that the gquestion at issue shall be submitted to

arbvitration a8 provided in article 17 below.

Artiocle 16 .

The Shaikh solemnly declares that he will ocarry out

" all the conditians of this contract willingly and faithfully
and that he and his heirs and his successors shall be 1ts
gusrantors and shall accept full responsibllity for any
éla.ims by any person questioning the validity of any stipul-
ation on this contract.

This contract cannot be ocancelled exocept as pro-

vided as above and shall remain in foroce for the period of

the Company's ooncession ar any extension or renewal thereof.

Artiocle 17.

In the event of there arising between the parties

to the present concession any dispute or difference in res-

peot of its interpretation or the rights or responsibilities

of cne or the other of the parties therefrom resulting such
dispute or difference shall be submitted to two arbitrators
one of whan shall be named by each of the parties and to an

Umpite who shall be ap.ointed by the arbitrators berfore they

proceed to arbitrate. The decision of the arbitrators or in

the event of the latter disagreeing that of the Umpire shall

be final.

VEY



article 18.

This egreement and every clause thereof ias subject
to revision by Hise Majesty's Government, and the Company here—
by undertalte to accept any revision which His Majesty's Gov-—
ernment may see fit to make in the interest of the Shaikh:
but, pending the ap-rovel of His Majesty's Government will be ‘

regarded by both sides as having full force.

Vet
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Thus the two oil companies merged into a new company in which
both the Americans and the British had equal shares. The new Com-
pany was calied Kuwait Oil Company (K.O.C).

After lengthy and strenuous negotiations with Shaikh Ahmad Al -
Jabir, during which he had shown great skill and foresight, the K.O.C.
had to submit to Shaikh Ahmad Al - Jabir’s demands and conditions in
return for the oil concessions he granted it.

A study of the various items of the oil concession agreement with the
K.O.C. reveals the fact that Shaikh Ahmad Al- Jabir had great adminis-
trative and negotiating talents such as foresight, good planning, prac-
tical wisdom and skill.
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Ahmad Al-Jabir's Gains From
The Anglo - American Competition over the
Oil of Kuwait

Abstract

This documentary study demonstrates : that the prosperity and
progress of Kuwait, due to the huge finacial income from its oil re-
venues, should be attributed to shaikh Ahmad Al - Jabir’s great skill in
promoting and exploiting the Anglo - American competition over his
country’s oil - Official British Documents confirm this fact.

Shaikh Ahmad Al-Jabir encouraged American investors because he
perceived that this would increase his country’s, oil revenues, guaran-
tee the independence of Kuwait and protect it against all probable
dangers, and support Kuwait’s position in those problems with the
neighbours where the British support was not sufficiently firm.

The details of the Anglo - American competition over Kuwait's oil
between the two World Wars prove that Shaikh Ahmad Al-Jabir was
extremely skilful and tactful in promoting that competition, and harnes-
sing it to serve his country's interests and to get the greatest possible
returns for allowing them to explore and drili oil in his country.

Inthe end, Shaikh Ahmad Al-Jabir’s foresight and perception led him
to decide that a merger of the British and American interests in one oil
exploration group would be in the interest of all parties concerned. This
decision agreed with the desire of the Anglo - Persian Oil Company to
arrive at some understanding with the American Gulf - Oil Company,
according to which the Anglo - Persian Company would get oil explora-
tion privileges (rights) in the U.S.A. in return for a co - operation
between the American (Melon) Company and the Angio - Persian
Company towards forming a new oil company that would negotiate
with the Shaikh of Kuwait to obtain oil exploration rights in his countrv.
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