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AL-JAHIZ
AND LITERARY CRITICISM

ABSTRACT

The fact that al-Jahiz represents in his writings the class of scholars
who did not specialize in any one subject alone, but were equally
interested in every subject pertaining to knowledge, should be a good
reason for studying his views on literary criticism with great interest.

Al-Jahiz repesents one of the greatest epochs of Arabic Literature
(2nd - 3rd centuries AH./ 8th - 9th centuries A.D.). In spite of his varied
interests, however, al-Jahiz remains a strong adherent of the Mu'tazi-
la. Through his writings, we are able to learn how far this class of
scholars influenced the trends of litererary criticism through trial and
error.

This paper is concerned with al-Jahiz’s viewsonliterary criticism
as inspired by the Mu’ tazila doctrine. Among the most important
principles of the Mu’tazila were their belief in man’s Free Will (against
predestination) and in Man’s Rationalism. It is interesting to see how
far this doctrine has influenced al-Jahiz's Judgement on various
aspects of literature (i.e. speech, meaning, and creativeness... etc. )
This is also illustrated in his attitude towards classical Arabic poetry in
comparison to poetry of his time.

This paper is an attempt in seeking explanation of al-Jahiz’s views
on literary criticism by examining the Mu’tazila doctrine.
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