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Development town in dccupied Palestine

Abstract

The Construction of development town in occupied Palestine has been
the prevalent trend in the country since 1948. Though coinciding with a global
tendency in erecting new towns, the Israeli model has been unique in the
context of twentieth-century. The new Jewish development towns aimed from
the start at the redistribution of population over the Palestinian land, thus
achieving the Zionist goals of absorbing the Jewish immigrants in new urban
centres, instead of previous rural and semi-rural settlements.

The new towns were also designed to reduce the urban dominance of
large cities like Tel Aviv. Within few years some development towns attained
quite a rank in the urban hierarchy of Zionist plans. Generally, industrial
compiexes have represented the economic base for most of these towns but
the sutuation was not like so in the past when non-industrial economics were
adopted as economic bases for earlier new towns.

So, development towns were exposed to many experiments in urban
planning, both physically and socially. Some of these towns achieved a
remarkable degree of success, while others lagged behind due to many
restructions and erros in site location and economic base.

The functional classification of these development towns shows many
varieties; regional towns, recreational towns, mining towns, seaports, and
finally well-planned towns for industrial complexes. Contrary to the situationin
other countries which have experienced the construction of new towns, the
Israeli new towns have scored a high proportion at the total population (about
20%), comparable with less than 2% in English new towns, and less than 1%
in French new towns. Predictably perhaps, physical and social problems have
arisen in such towns demonstrating various errors in design as well as urban
and social planning. The main social problems have, in the main, essentially,
the heterogenity of population, the great mobility from these towns, a situation
confirming that such development towns were mostly a product of ideological
and political forces rather than a reflection of real geographical factors.
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